
 
ONLY JESUS CAN BIND THE STRONG MAN  
(Matt. 12:29) 
 
How absurdly ridiculous to claim that Jesus was casting out demons by the 
power of Satan, as did the religious leaders of His day. Jesus explains:  
 
Matthew 12:29 (NKJV)  
29 Or how can one enter a strong man’s house and plunder his 
goods, unless he first binds the strong man? And then he will plunder 
his house.  
 
What we have here is a clash of kingdoms. The kingdom of Satan (v. 25) 
versus the kingdom of God (v. 28). This is about power. In order to overtake 
Satan, you have to be stronger than he is.  
 
The principle is this: In order to enter the strong man’s house (Satan’s 
domain) and plunder his goods (either souls or demons under his control) 
you first have to be able to bind the strong man. Having done that, you are 
now in a position to plunder his house – that is his domain.   
 
The question is this: Who is in the STRONG position of being able to 
bind Satan as the strong man and plunder his house? Answer: Only 
the Messiah who brings in the kingdom. Only God!  
 
Only God is stronger than Satan – the strong man in this illustration. Only 
the Messiah who is the God-man can bind the strong man who is Satan. So 
called “deliverance ministries” are a joke. There is only ONE Deliverer, 
and His name is JESUS. And He proved it during His earthly ministry.  
 

“Christ by a parable states that in order for kingdom conditions to 
exist on earth, Satan must first be bound. By this statement He 
previews John the Apostle’s discussion in Revelation 20. …[Christ’s] 
works testify to His ability to bind Satan, and therefore they attest His 
power to establish the kingdom.” – Stanley Toussaint 

 
Actually the “binding of Satan” takes place in phases.  
 
The Binding of Satan is in stages...  
 

●​ It was demonstrated during Christ’s earthly ministry and by extension 
through His special representatives – the apostles.  

●​ It was decisively guaranteed by the death and resurrection of Jesus 
(Jn. 16:11; Heb. 12:14; 1 Jn. 3:8).  



2 
 

●​ Satan will be confined to the earth in the middle of the Tribulation 
Period (Rev. 12:9).  

●​ Satan will be bound in the pit for 1000 years during the millennial 
reign of Christ (Rev. 20:1-3).  

●​ Satan will be cast into the lake of fire where he will be tormented 
forever and ever (Rev. 20:10)  

 
Romans 16:20 (NKJV)  
20 And the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.  

 
This will happen but it is yet a future reality. And again, note that it is only 
God who can do this. For now, Satan and his demons freely move about in 
keeping with what God sovereignly permits. In fact, 1 Peter 5:8 says that 
our adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion seeking whom he 
may devour. Hence, we have to have on the full armor of God at all times 
so that we “may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.” (Eph. 
6:11)   
 
There seems to have been an unprecedented surge of demonic activity in 
the Holy Land during the time of Christ. It’s like Satan called all his forces to 
converge on the ministry of Christ in an effort to overwhelm and defeat Him. 
It didn’t work. The devil marshalling all his forces were not adequate to 
defeat Christ. Indeed, we see Christ’s power to bind Satan and have His 
way over the devil and all his demons that he rules over.  
 
Demons were not cast out of people in the OT. There is not a single 
example of this. In the instruction given to the church in the epistles, there 
is not a single example of this being done. Biblically, this only happened 
during the ministry of Christ and through His apostles who were validated 
as His special agents in this way.  
 
There is NO LEGITIMATE ministry of casting out demons today. This was 
unique to the Messiah and His apostles (with the notable exception of Mark 
9:38; Lk 9:49). It demonstrated that Jesus truly was the Messiah Who has 
the authority to bring in the kingdom in keeping with OT prophecy. The 
specific authority to cast out demons was given only to the apostles and a 
few select others for a time, and is transferable to no one else (cf. Matt. 
10:1; Mark 3:14-15; 6:7; Lk. 9:1; 10:17). Only phonies claim to have 
authority over Satan or be able to bind him. This is the claim of false 
teachers.  
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I would remind you that MANY will say to Jesus on judgment day that they 
had cast out demons in Jesus’ name only to hear Jesus say to them, “I 
never knew you; depart from Me” (Mt. 7:22). They did not have an 
authentic God-ordained, God-empowered ministry. It was all show!  
 
The Gospel Era during the ministry of Christ was a unique period of time as 
was that of the early Church during the time of the apostles. The 
miraculous power on display through Christ and the apostles was uniquely 
kingdom signs displaying WHO Jesus was as the Messiah.  
 
The ONLY specific examples of demons being cast out of people are found 
in Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, and the book of Acts. That is, this 
phenomenon is found only in the GOSPELS and the early history of the 
Church. With rare exception, it is found only in conjunction with the ministry 
of Christ and His apostles.  
 
This is a matter of RIGHTLY dividing the Word of truth! In terms of where 
we are today, we don’t live during the time of Christ’s earthly ministry or 
during the apostolic times of the early Church. That era is past. Instead of 
basing our theology of demons and how to deal with them today on the 
Gospels and Acts, we need to look at the epistles of the New Testament, 
which give specific instruction on how the Church is to carry on.  
 
It is true that Christ gave special authority to the apostles to have power 
over demons as they uniquely represented Him, but that authority ended 
with the death of the apostles and does not carry over to us today. There 
are only 3 occasions in the book of Acts that specifically deal with demons, 
and in each case it is in conjunction with ministry that is closely connected 
to the apostles – either directly or through one of their close associates as 
in the case of Phillip (cf. Acts 8, 16, 19). 
 
In the Epistles, we see the activity of demons is well documented, and it 
indicates that as we get closer to the end, this activity will become even 
more intense (cf. 1 Tim. 4:1). The emphasis in the epistles is that demons 
are busy promoting idolatry (1 Cor. 10:20), false doctrine (1 Tim. 4:1-3), and 
are constantly seeking to instigate division amongst God’s people (James 
3:13-16). Ephesians 6:10-20 gives the most detailed instruction on the 
reality of spiritual warfare, and it is clear that we wrestle with these forces of 
darkness.  
 
However, in the Epistles dealing directly with demons or Satan is NEVER 
addressed. This is very important because the Epistles are written to 
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specifically instruct the Church on how we should live and carry out our 
mission (cf. 1 Tim. 3:15). The Epistles NEVER anywhere mention speaking 
to or casting out demons. Nowhere are we instructed to bind them or do 
any such thing. If this is part of what the Church is to be doing, why is it 
never mentioned in the Epistles – that part of the Word of God that has 
special application to where we live at this point in the Church Age?  
 
The answer is that the Gospel Era – the time of Christ and the Apostles 
was a very unique time related to kingdom sign miracles that were unique 
to Christ and His Apostles. This is not happening today!  
 
What is the Church to do about demons today? Well, we are to pray and 
preach the gospel of Christ. Only Christ can free people from the bondage 
of Satan, and He does it through the gospel.  
 

John 8:32 (NKJV)  
32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  
 
John 8:36 (NKJV)  
36 Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.  

 
Note the connection the Son makes you free, but He does it through the 
truth. The Son and the truth go together!  
 

Acts 26:18 (NKJV) 
18 to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive 
forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are 
sanctified by faith in Me.’ 

 
Colossians 1:13 (NKJV)  
13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and 
conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,  

 
In Christ we are free from the penalty of sin and also the power of Satan. 
We now just need to learn to walk in the good of it. Paul’s mission was to 
share the gospel. This defined his life’s ministry and mission.  
 

Acts 20:24 (NKJV)  
24 But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to 
myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I 
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received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace 
of God.  

 
How does Christ set people free from sin and Satan? Well, through the 
gospel preached! As they believe it, they turn from darkness to the light and 
from the power of Satan to God. This was Paul’s life’s ministry – testifying 
to the gospel of God’s grace. When people believe it, they are delivered 
from the power of darkness. As Paul says, in Romans 1:16… 
 

Romans 1:16 (NKJV)  
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power 
of God to salvation [deliverance] for everyone who believes, for the 
Jew first and also for the Greek.  

 
Christ delivers people, but He does it through the GOSPEL when people 
believe it. That is the NORM in terms of deliverance in the Church Age.  
 

1 John 3:8 (NKJV)  
8 He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the 
beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He 
might destroy the works of the devil. [the devils “works” are an 
unbroken pattern of sin] 
 
1 John 5:18 (NKJV)  
18 We know that whoever is born of God does not sin; [habitually in 
an unbroken pattern] but he who has been born of God keeps 
himself, and the wicked one does not touch him.  

 
The devil and Jesus do not control the same turf. One has to go. And 
where Jesus takes over, the devil is cast out.  
 
When Jesus comes to live inside a person, the devil and his demons are 
gone. The Holy Spirit moves in, and the demons move out. For this reason, 
1 Jn. 4:4 says, “He who is in you is greater than he who is in the 
world.”  
 
Believers cannot be demon-possessed. They may be oppressed and 
harassed as we do wrestle with these forces of darkness, but we cannot be 
internally possessed. There is a line there that the devil cannot cross.  
 
In terms of casting out or trying to bind demons, this is the activity of false 
teachers who egotistically throw themselves around in the spirit realm like 
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they are really somebody, but alas, they are NOT! It takes God to put the 
devil in his place!   
 

Jude 8–10 (NKJV)  
8 Likewise also these dreamers defile the flesh, reject authority, and 
speak evil of dignitaries [fallen angels].  
9 Yet Michael the archangel, in contending with the devil, when he 
disputed about the body of Moses, dared not bring against him a 
reviling accusation, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!”  
10 But these speak evil of whatever they do not know; [throw 
themselves around in the spirit realm] and whatever they know 
naturally, like brute beasts, in these things they corrupt themselves.  

 
The LORD alone has authority over Satan and his demons. Even Michael 
the archangel (currently in a higher position than we are) dared not try to 
put the devil in his place but rather deferred to the LORD, saying, “The Lord 
rebuke you.” That is the right disposition. 
 

“[Jude 9 ] is the supreme illustration of how Christians are to deal with 
Satan and demons. Believers are not to address them, but rather to 
seek the Lord’s intervening power against them.”  
                               – John MacArthur 
 

In facing temptation and spiritual pressure what should we do? The Bible 
says look to the Lord – come boldly to the throne of grace to receive help 
directly from the Lord (cf. Heb. 4:14-16). We look to the Lord to deliver us 
from the evil one as Jesus taught us to pray (Mt. 6:13).  
 
There are only THREE passages in the N.T. epistles that clearly instruct us 
on how to respond to Satan and the demons, and in each case we are to 
assume a defensive posture – never an offensive one.  
 

Take a DEFENSIVE STAND against the Devil… 
 
Ephesians 6:10-20: (STAND AGAINST the wiles of the devil) 
 
James 4:7-8: (SUBMIT TO GOD – RESIST the devil) 
 
1 Peter 5:6-9: (RESIST him, steadfast in the faith) 
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“At no point in Scripture is the solution for the believer phrased in 
deliverance terminology such as “binding,” “rebuking,” or casting out 
a demon.” – Thomas Ice 

 
Many of those who claim to have some sort of “deliverance ministry” tell 
story after story, but present very little sound theology. They are all 
EXPERIENCE oriented – but not Bible oriented.  
 
My experience has been that people tell very dramatic stories that are very 
convincing and then they start to formulate doctrine around it. That is 
backwards. We don’t determine theology by our experience.  
Rather, our experience is to line up with sound doctrine, or we will be 
deceived – especially in dealing with the master deceiver himself.  
 

This is a true story shared by Dr. John MacArthur in his book, “Our 
Sufficiency in Christ”.  
 

“One night several years ago I was called to the church office to deal 
with an emergency. I arrived to find one of our elders struggling with a 
girl who was demon-possessed. She was evidencing supernatural 
strength; she had flipped a heavy steel desk over onto its top. The 
two of us together were unable to restrain her physically. Voices that 
were not her own were speaking out of her. I was unsure of what to 
do, having never encountered anything like that before.  
   When I arrived, I heard a demon scream, ‘Not him! Anyone but him! 
Get him out! Get him out! We don’t want him here.’ It encouraged me 
to know they realized I was not on their side.  
   We tried to speak to the demons. We commanded them to tell us 
their names, and we ordered them in Jesus’ name to go to the pit. We 
spent two hours trying to send those demons out of her.  
   When we finally stopped trying to talk to the demons and dealt 
directly with that young woman, we began to make some headway. 
We told her she needed to confess her sins, and she began to pour 
out her heart. She had been involved in unimaginable filth and was 
living a hypocritical life. She confessed her sins with tears and 
affirmed the truth of Jesus Christ, then asked the Lord to cleanse her 
from every sin in her life. …” 
 Afterward she was a changed woman. As far as I know, demons 
have never troubled her from that day on.  
          – John MacArthur in OUR SUFFICIENCY IN CHRIST, p. 236 

 

Only a stronger MAN can bind the strong man, and that man is the 
God-man who is the Lord Jesus Christ!  
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John 8:36 (NKJV)  
36 Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.  

 

Praise the Lord who makes free all those who repent and believe on Him. 
He is the Lord (Master) of the Sabbath. He is Lord (Master) over Satan and 
all his demons.  
 
Have you yielded to the truth of His Lordship? He is Lord and Savior of all 
who believe on Him! Has the truth of the gospel set you free? Has the Son 
set you free?  
 
Jesus invites, “Come to Me and I will give you rest.” Come to Jesus! He 
ALONE is the source of deliverance from the penalty of sin and from the 
power of Satan. Come to Jesus! 
 


