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Revelation 19:17-21 (NKJV)
“Armageddon”

Prayer

The book of Revelation reveals the conclusion of all things, of which the
central factor is the Lord Jesus Christ. In fact, the entire book is called,
“The Revelation of Jesus Christ.” (Rev. 1:1)

The book of Revelation comes with an inspired outline that gives us a basic
outline of where we are and what is to come.

Slide # 1

Revelation 1:19 — Inspired Outline

Revelation 1:19 (NKJV)

19 “Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and
the things which will take place after this.

“‘have seen” — Past (Vision of Christ) — Ch. 1

“‘which are” — Present (Church Age) — Ch. 2-3

“after this” — Future (Post-Church Age) —Ch. 4-22

- Scene in heaven —Ch. 4-5

¢ - Tribulation — Ch. 6-18

. - Second Coming — Ch. 19
. - Kingdom — Ch. 20

> - Eternal State — Ch. 21-22

The whole world is on a collision course with the judgment of God. The only
exception will be the true Church of Jesus Christ, which is promised to be
raptured out and thus will be kept from the hour of trial which shall come
upon the whole world (Rev. 3:10).
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The Second Coming
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After the Church is removed, the Antichrist will take center stage. He
initially will enter into a 7-year covenant with Israel, promising to be her
protector. The whole world right now is rising up against Israel, including
many in our own government. It will grow to be a crisis, and then Antichrist
comes to the rescue (supposedly). This 7-year covenant is actually a
“‘covenant with death,” as so named in Isaiah 28.

In the middle of the Tribulation Period, Antichrist will show his true colors as
he goes into the rebuilt Jewish Temple and declares himself to be God
above all. He will demand that the whole world worship him on pain of
death if they refuse. Many will take his mark (666) in worshipful allegiance,
but also many will die in defiance of Him as they turn to the true Christ.

Before God, the history of the world revolves around the issue of
worship. People were created to worship, and they will worship — the only
question that remains is “what or who will they worship?” Anytime anything
or anyone is placed above God, it is an object of idolatrous worship!

The history of the world is about idolatrous worship in contrast to true
worship of the one true God. All systematized idolatrous worship goes
back to the tower of Babel and Babylon. Babylon is the mother of all false
religion. Babylon involves a city and a system that evolves into a global
network. Babylon is pictured as a great harlot which the people of the
world love in a spiritual sense.

In contrast to false religion and her many lovers (unbelievers) is the true
God - the God of Israel most clearly revealed in the person of Jesus Christ.
True worshipers — true believers love and worship the true God.

This is the great issue of history. Which spiritual lover will you have — will
it be the harlot of false religion known as Babylon that builds to a climax
under Antichrist, or will it be the One True God — the Lord Jesus Christ?

The economic capital of Antichrist will be the revived city of Babylon, which
will serve as his catalyst for influencing the entire world. Satan will
empower him and the false prophet will promote him. The entire world, for
the most part, will follow him in the height of idolatrous worship. This is the
climax of idolatrous BABYLON the CITY and the SYSTEM. In the end, God
will wipe out this HARLOT system of Babylon in short order. This “lover” of
the world will be gone, and the world will lament over her as noted in
Revelation 18.
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In contrast, a celebration will begin in heaven as Jesus Christ is formally
united with His bride — the church of Jesus Christ. This bride will then
accompany Jesus Christ back to earth for the marriage supper of the
Lamb.

In Revelation 19:11-16 we see the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. He
comes on a white horse with many crowns on His head - following Him are
the armies of heaven on white horses. What a sight! The focus is on Jesus,
but His people (certainly the Church included) accompany Him (v. 16).

In keeping with the great issue of worship is the issue of Lordship. This
issue comes to a climax in the Tribulation. Antichrist claims to be Lord
versus Jesus as Lord! Now that issue is about to be settled for time and
eternity once and for all.

This is the Day of the Lord, and Jesus alone is shown to be Lord as He
returns as KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS!

Note two of the great emphases in Revelation 19. The emphasis in relation
to Christ’s bride is that He is THE LAMB (cf. 19:7,9). The emphasis in
relation to His enemies is JUDGING LORD (cf. 19:16). Lamb and Lord,
these are the two great emphases on the person of Jesus throughout the
Scriptures, in the gospels, and at His climactic return as seen in Revelation
19.

The most significant single truth in all biblical prophecy is the certainty
of the second coming of Jesus Christ. And it well should be because
His second coming is mentioned 329 times in the Bible, making it the
second most frequently mentioned doctrine in all the Scripture. This
event is the prophetic key that unlocks all other future events. ... Only
the subject of salvation is mentioned more frequently. The 216
chapters of the New Testament contain 318 references to the Lord’s
second coming, which means that one verse out of every 30 verses
states this fact. ... What's remarkable is that 23 of the 27 books of the
New Testament refer to our Lord’s coming to earth again. --Charting
the End Times, pgs 24-26 — Tim LaHaye and Thomas Ice

In Revelation 19:11-16 we see Jesus coming with His redeemed Church —
what a sight as Jesus is out in front leading an army of millions on white
horses through the heavens as they make their gradual descent to earth.
Christ's second coming is a PROTRACTED EVENT —that is to say it is
gradual.
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He comes in great glory to crush His enemies! He comes to tread the
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Aimighty God; He comes to rule
with a rod of iron (Rev. 19:15).

What is called “The Battle of Armageddon” is more accurately called “The
War of Armageddon,” involving a series of concluding battles. But here in
Revelation 19:17-21 we have the final “battle” in which Christ decisively
puts down all the enemy armies of the world as He comes to rule.

Slide # 3

Joel 3:14 (NKJV)

14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the
LORD is near in the valley of decision. [God’s verdict — decision to
judge.]

This is what is in view here in Revelation 19:17-21. Revelation 14:14-20
and 16:13-16 served as extended “previews” of this coming battle of
Armageddon. Now in 19:17-21 we see the event itself.

Slide # 4

In Revelation 19:11-16 we see the scene in HEAVEN!
In Revelation 19:17-21 we see the scene on EARTH!

We were introduced to the exact location where this last battle will take
place back in Revelation 16 where it is called “Armageddon” or literally,
“‘Mount Megiddo.” It is also called “the plain of Megiddo, the plain of
Jezreel, or “Esdraelon.” In history, many famous wars have been fought
here (cf. Judges 4-5; 7; 1 Samuel 4; 2 Kg. 23:29-30, etc.).

But prophetically this is where the climactic end will come for the rebel
world under Antichrist (cf. Joel 3:9-15; Zeph. 3:8; Zech. 12:1-9; 14:1-4;
Rev. 14:14-20; 16:12-16; 17:14).

In the Bible, Armageddon symbolizes the ultimate, climactic battle between
the forces of God and the powers of evil. We see the conclusion of the
matter right here in Revelation 19:17-21.

It is called “the battle of that great day of God Almighty” in Revelation
16:14, but as we will see, it is totally a one-sided affair as Jesus, in short
order, completely wipes them out.



Revelation 19:17-21 (NKJV)

17 Then | saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud
voice, saying to all the birds that fly in the midst of heaven, “Come
and gather together for the supper of the great God,

Angels are prominent in the book of Revelation in relation to roles they play
concerning the Second Coming. The word angel means “messenger,” and
they are key in communicating what God wants communicated.

This angel was standing in the sun — that is, he was positioned
conspicuously silhouetted in the sun addressing all the scavenger birds of
heaven.

He cried with a loud voice, “Come and gather together for the supper of
the great God’ (cf. 18:2, 19:1, 19:17). The point is one of EMPHASIS
signifying the IMPORTANCE of these momentous events.

This SUPPER is in contrast to the marriage supper of the Lamb spoken of
earlier in 19:9. The marriage supper of the Lamb denotes the celebration of
Christ’s union with His bride. This supper here in verse 17 denotes the
destruction of Christ’s enemies.

In effect, all the birds of prey are being summoned. All the scavenger birds,
vultures, eagles, carrion birds that eat road kill, etc. There are so many
birds of prey that they cannot be counted — millions and millions and
millions of them.

“There, standing in [the suns]...glare, is an angel: at his summons,
enormous flocks of birds appear, circling and wheeling around the
armies of earth, croaking to another in anticipation of the coming
feast, dipping low over the horrified troops, and climbing again to the
skies. The battle has not yet been fought, but the omens are dreadful.
... There cannot be a vulture, an eagle, a raven left on earth that has
not obeyed the summons to come to the supper of God.”

— John Phillips

The birds that fly in the midst of heaven refer to those that circle high above
looking for food. God says, “I got some food for you — Ilots of it.”

Supper refers to the main meal of the day. God is going to wipe out these
people in mass, which in effect becomes SUPPER for the birds. That is
why it is called THE SUPPER OF THE GREAT GOD.
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In effect, this is not so much a battle but an EXECUTION. A massive
execution of God’s rebel enemies.

18 that you may eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh
of mighty men, the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them, and
the flesh of all people, free and slave, both small and great.”

The language of this judgment is borrowed from Ezekiel 39:17-20. The
Ezekiel passage actually references a great Northern power (Russia) under
the leadership of “Gog” in alliance with a host of Muslim nations that will be
judged by God and wiped out earlier in the Tribulation Period. However,
that descriptive language also applies to the slaughter in view here at the
Second Coming.

The supper of the great God for the birds has human flesh as the main
course. These are the declared enemies of God who have sworn
allegiance to Antichrist.

Five times in this verse the word FLESH is mentioned. This is a MAJOR
emphasis at this point, so don’t think | am being gross for emphasizing it —
it is the emphasis of God!

Slide # 5

The flesh of kings.

The flesh of captains (lit. one thousand).

The flesh of mighty men.

The flesh of horses and of those who sit on them.
The flesh of all people.

There is no distinction. Whatever the rank, status, or position, all who are
arrayed with Antichrist at this point will experience the same fate — namely,
they are going to die, and the scavenger birds are going to eat their
FLESH! God is no respecter of persons (cf. Acts 10:34).

God is really making a major point here — it is a humiliation point. His
enemies are going to be publicly humiliated — reduced to bird food!

God repays His enemies to their face. In the OT, to be cursed was to have
your carcass left out on the earth for the birds and predators to eat.

Slide # 6



Deuteronomy 7:10 (NKJV)

10 and He repays those who hate Him to their face, to destroy them.
He will not be slack with him who hates Him; He will repay him to his
face.

Deuteronomy 28:26 (NKJV)
26 Your carcasses shall be food for all the birds of the air and the
beasts of the earth, and no one shall frighten them away.

The idea is that of indignity and great humiliation. Recall the humiliation of
God’s two dead witnesses in Revelation 11, and how the world refused to
bury them (cf. Rev. 11:7-10).

Someone says, “I don’t think a loving God would do that.” He doesn't
want to, which is why there is great emphasis on REPENTANCE in the
Bible and why there are such severe warnings in the book of Revelation.

However, these people are hardened rebels who sell out to Antichrist, and
this is their end. God is loving, but He is also HOLY. And when Holy God
meets sinful man where there is no repentance, the result here is that the
people are made bird food.

This is a major disgrace for God’s enemies and purposely so. There is no
dignified burial. This is total humiliation in death.

In the OT, the Jews put a tremendous emphasis on a proper burial. To not
have a proper burial was considered a major disgrace. The Jews
considered the body sacred and that it has a future, and so properly
disposed of it with that frame of mind.

Those who were cursed were burned. Burial with dignity and honor was
normal. To leave a body out in the open to decompose or be eaten by birds
and animals was the height of shame and disgrace. It was a sign of
extreme judgment!

Slide #7

Jeremiah 22:18-19 (NKJV)

18 Therefore thus says the LORD concerning Jehoiakim the son of
Josiah, king of Judah: “They shall not lament for him, Saying, ‘Alas,
my brother!’ or ‘Alas, my sister!” They shall not lament for him,
Saying, ‘Alas, master!’ or ‘Alas, his glory!’



8

19 He shall be buried with the burial of a donkey, Dragged and cast
out beyond the gates of Jerusalem.

Ahab and Jezebel were amongst Israel’s most wicked leaders.
Slide # 8

1 Kings 21:23-24 (NKJV)

23 And concerning Jezebel the LORD also spoke, saying, ‘The dogs
shall eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel’

24 The dogs shall eat whoever belongs to Ahab and dies in the city,
and the birds of the air shall eat whoever dies in the field.”

Repeatedly we find in the OT that those who were especially cursed by
God had judgment pronounced on them that involved being eaten by birds
(cf. Deut. 28:26; 1 Kings 14:11; 16:4; Ps. 79:2; Jer. 7:33, 16:4, 19:7, 34:20;
Ezek. 29:5)

David said to Goliath...

Slide # 9
1 Samuel 17:46 (NKJV)
46 This day the LoRD will deliver you into my hand, and | will strike
you and take your head from you. And this day | will give the
carcasses of the camp of the Philistines to the birds of the air and
the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a
God in Israel.

The consistent testimony of Scripture is that this signifies that which is
demeaning — in the context of judgment it signifies someone cursed by God
and judged in a most humiliating and severe manner.

There is going to be so much carnage that in 14:20 it spoke of the blood
flowing from the winepress in a stream about 200 miles long — covering the
holy land - a river of blood that will be as high as the horse's bridle.

This will be the greatest slaughter the world has ever known — a literal
blood bath!

Note the play on words: In verse 17 it speaks of the “supper of the great
God” and then, in contrast, in verse 18 “both small and great’ are reduced
to bird food. Who then is truly shown to be GREAT? Only God!
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Only God is GREAT! All those who resisted and rejected His Lordship are
dead and totally humiliated in their death!

The invitation has been given to the birds to come to the supper of the
great God, and now the scene itself is described that leads to this great
supper.

19 And | saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies,
gathered together to make war against Him who sat on the horse and
against His army.

In this vision, John now saw the beast, which is to say the Antichrist.
Aligned with him are the kings of the earth and their armies.

This will include the 10 kings who form the hub of the Antichrist’'s empire.
Slide # 10

Revelation 17:12-14 (NKJV)

12 “The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who have received
no kingdom as yet, but they receive authority for one hour as kings
with the beast.

13 These are of one mind, and they will give their power and
authority to the beast.

14 These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome
them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and those who are
with Him are called, chosen, and faithful.”

From texts like Zechariah 14, it seems that essentially all the kings of the
earth and their armies will be represented here.

Slide # 11
Zechariah 14:2 (NKJV)
2 For | will gather all the nations to battle against Jerusalem; The
city shall be taken, The houses rifled, And the women ravished. Half
of the city shall go into captivity, But the remnant of the people shall
not be cut off from the city.

The kings of the earth have assembled in the holy land — evidently for the
purpose of exterminating Israel/Jerusalem as seen in other texts. | take it
that their intention is to wipe out Israel/Jerusalem, but in fact God in His
sovereignty is bringing them TOGETHER for judgment!
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In 16:14 and 16 we see that under the influence of demonic spirits the
kings of the earth are “gathered” “to the battle of that great day of God
Almighty.” The word “gather” (sunagoge) in 16:16 is the same as here in
19:19 where it shows the armies of the world “are gathered” to make war
against the Lord. They think they are doing it, but demonic influence has
brought it about — all under the sovereign hand of God.

Slide # 12

Joel 3:2 (NKJV)

2 | will also gather all nations, And bring them down to the Valley of
Jehoshaphat; And | will enter into judgment with them there On
account of My people, My heritage Israel, Whom they have scattered
among the nations; They have also divided up My land.

Revelation 16:14 (NKJV)

14 For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to
the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the
battle of that great day of God Almighty.

Note: They are gathered together. This is the spirit of “Babylon” being
united in rebellion and defiance of God. They seem to have the mentality
that there is safety in NUMBERS. They collectively have all assembled
here as if that is going to ensure victory.

Slide # 13

Proverbs 16:4-5 (NKJV)

4 The LORD has made all for Himself, Yes, even the wicked for the
day of doom.

5 Everyone proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD; Though
they join forces, none will go unpunished.

Proverbs 21:30 (NKJV)

30 There is no wisdom or understanding Or counsel against the
LORD.

The flagrant boldness of this is amazing. These are willing and ready to
take on the Lord of heaven when they see Him coming in the clouds of
heaven. That is a really SINFULLY BOLD move and an exceedingly
STUPID one. It's kind of like Satan thinking he could overthrow God — bad
move.
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Right here is where Psalm 2 fits in.
Slide # 14

Psalm 2:1-3 (NKJV)

1 Why do the nations rage, And the people plot a vain thing?

2 The kings of the earth set themselves, And the rulers take
counsel together, Against the LORD and against His Anointed,
saying,

3 “Let us break Their bonds in pieces And cast away Their cords from

”

us.

Slide # 15

Psalm 2:4-6 (NKJV)

4 He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; The Lord shall hold them
in derision [scornful mockery].

5 Then He shall speak to them in His wrath, And distress them in
His deep displeasure:

6 “Yet | have set My King On My holy hill of Zion.”

As heaven is opened, the antichrist and his forces prepare to battle against
Jesus and His army. In 19:14 we see that the armies of heaven are
following Christ. However, Christ Himself alone treads the winepress
(19:15). All the rebels really have to do is to take out the LEAD rider
(Christ), and victory would be theirs, but that is an unthinkable challenge
because He happens to be THE KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS
(19:16).

These people are really acting out what defines depravity, which defines all
unbelievers — that is, they are in fact the enemies of God. Unsaved people
generally don’t think of themselves as enemies of God — in fact, many of
them think that everyone is a child of God.

The fact is, until we are regenerated — born again — changed on the inside
and given a new nature, we are in rebellion to God no matter how nice and
cultured we might appear. No matter how religious or pious a person
comes off, until we are given a new nature as a result of faith in Christ — we
are the ENEMIES OF GOD in need of reconciliation (cf. Rom. 5:10).

Slide # 16
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Romans 5:10 (NKJV)

10 For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God
through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled,
we shall be saved by His life.

“Fallen man is not simply an imperfect creature who needs
improvement: he is a rebel who must lay down his arms.”
-C.S. Lewis

The battle of Armageddon is a very ONE-SIDED affair! In fact, there is no
real battle. The rebels all assemble to fight, and then it's over, and they are
the eternal losers!

Verse 19 says they are “gathered together to make war...” and then
immediately the next verse reads...

20 Then the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who
worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who
received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image.
These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone.

The first thing mentioned is that the beast — that is, the Antichrist is
captured. He is apprehended.

His cohort — the false prophet is also apprehended. He is described in
terms of his most defining characteristic — mainly his satanically
empowered signs and wonders that he was allowed to do in the presence
of the Antichrist, involving amazing things such as calling down fire from
heaven (cf. 13:13).

The world has no excuse — but it was DECEIVED by this miracle-working
false prophet. People are very taken in by the supernatural. They forget
that there is a dark side to the supernatural. Satan too has miracle-working
power that he uses in a deceptive way.

Slide # 17

2 Corinthians 11:14 (NKJV)
14 And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an
angel of light.
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The real issue in signs and wonders is not whether something happened
but whether it is of God or of Satan. How does this line up with the truth of
Scripture? In the Bible, God does not do miracles just for miracles' sake —
they are called SIGNS. They were abundant in the life of Jesus and verified
Him as the Messiah.

Slide # 18

John 20:30-31 (NKJV)

30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His
disciples, which are not written in this book;

31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His
name.

Sign-miracles were also abundant in the lives of the apostles early in the
church age to verify them as the authoritative spokesman for Christ.

Slide # 19
2 Corinthians 12:12 (NKJV)

12 Truly the signs of an apostle were accomplished among you with
all perseverance, in signs and wonders and mighty deeds.

Hebrews 2:3—4 (NKJV)

3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at
the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by
those who heard Him,

4 God also bearing withess both with signs and wonders, with
various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own
will?

But the age of sign miracles has been gone ever since Jesus and the
apostles have been gone. The NT message as it was being given was
miraculously confirmed, but now that the faith has once for all been
delivered to the saints, there is no more need for further confirmation (cf.
Jude 3, 17). We have the completed Bible. There is no more new
revelation; there are no more confirming sign-miracles.

God can work a “miracle” any time He wants, but the norm throughout most
of the church age is that God works PROVIDENTIALLY in answer to
prayer.
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Frankly, the type of miracles that Jesus and the apostles did — namely
SIGN MIRACLES are just not happening. If you think so — you are ignorant
of the Bible and the purpose of sign miracles.

The false prophet will also perform incredible signs to show that the
antichrist is supposedly God. The problem is these miracles will not be in
accordance with God as were Christ’s. Rather, they will represent the
working of Satan with all power, signs, and lying wonders (2 Thess. 2:9-10).

Slide # 20
John 5:43 (NKJV)
43 | have come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if
another comes in his own name, him you will receive.

People will be DECEIVED - believing for the sake of the miracle itself.
They won'’t care what the Bible says — they won't think it necessary that his
claims line up with Scripture.

They will just accept the sign for signs' sake. Frankly, there are many
people claiming to be Christian who in essence have this same mentality
toward supposed miracles today.

That is very DANGEROUS. People have an emotional theology instead of
a doctrinal theology. They go by how they feel instead of what sound
doctrine teaches. Ultimately, this is a setup for the antichrist and his false
prophet.

Note the connection between miraculous deception, the mark of the beast,
and worshipping his image. In effect, to take the mark is to be deceived into
being a beast worshipper (cf. Rev. 14:11).

These two (the beast (Antichrist) and the false prophet) were cast alive into
the lake of fire.

Wow! This is the first mention of “the lake of fire” by this title. Up to this
point in the Scriptures, it was referred to as Gehenna.

Jesus used the word “gehenna” to describe hell. The word alludes to a
place in the OT called the valley of Hinnom where people sacrificed their
children to false gods (cf. 2 Chron. 28:3). Later this place was the national
DUMP of Israel where garbage and refuse continually burned (cf. Jer.
7:31).
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Very possibly, when Jesus spoke on hell, he could have turned and pointed
to “gehenna,” the dump that continually burned, and said, “This is what it
will be like.” (cf. 2 Kings 16:3, 23:10; Jer. 7:31-32, 19:6; Matt. 5:22; Mk.
9:43).

But now John uses the even more descriptive phrase “lake of fire”. This is
the final destination of the lost. This is the final place of eternal punishment
where the lost go after the Great White Throne judgment.

Brimstone is burning yellow sulfurous material. The gagging smell of sulfur
is very much like rotten eggs. It is consistently used to describe eternal
TORMENT (cf. Gen. 19:24; Rev. 14:9-11) in combination with fire. That is
HELL!

They are cast alive into the lake of fire. They are the first ones to go there.
Hell was created for the devil and his angels, but the devil and his angels
(demons) are not the first ones to go there (cf. Mt. 25:41).

No one is in the lake of fire right now. Up to this point in Revelation 19, no
one will be in the lake of fire. The Antichrist and the false prophet will be the
first ones to go there! It's as if Jesus says, “You can go straight to hell,”
and they do. All the rest of the lost must first appear before the great white
throne judgment, but not them. They are immediately and directly
sentenced to the lake of fire forever and ever.

And note again, they are “cast alive” into the lake of fire. They don’t even
die a normal death. They go directly to hell alive.

Slide # 21- Korah’s Rebellion

Numbers 16:30-33 (NKJV)

30 But if the LORD creates a new thing, and the earth opens its
mouth and swallows them up with all that belongs to them, and
they go down alive into the pit, then you will understand that these
men have rejected the LORD.”

31 Now it came to pass, as he finished speaking all these words, that
the ground split apart under them,

32 and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, with
their households and all the men with Korah, with all their goods.

33 So they and all those with them went down alive into the pit; the
earth closed over them, and they perished from among the assembly.
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However, these OT sinners went to the torment section of what is called
Sheol in the OT, corresponding to Hades in the NT. Hades refers to the
realm of departed spirits. There was a paradise section and a torment
section (cf. Lk. 16). Jesus went to the paradise section when He died and
then three days later was resurrected.

Today, when sinners die, they still go to the torment section of Hades,
awaiting resurrection and final judgment, at which time they will be confined
to the lake of fire. Believers today at death go to heaven to be with Christ to
await the resurrection of the just.

Slide # 22
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In the end, all people will be resurrected — they will all receive resurrected
bodies that will be suited either for heaven or for the lake of fire — but
everyone is going to receive a resurrected body.

The great exception is the beast and the false prophet. Evidently these two
— the beast and the false prophet are instantaneously judged and fitted with
bodies that are suited for the lake of fire. They are immediately cast alive
into the lake of fire.

Slide # 23
Daniel 7:11 (NKJV)
11 “I watched then because of the sound of the pompous words
which the horn was speaking; | watched till the beast was slain, and
its body destroyed and given to the burning flame.

The Antichrist and the false prophet go to the lake of fire at the time of the
Second Coming, but then 1000 years later at the end of Christ’s millennial
reign we find they are still being tormented there. And it says 20:10 that
they will be “tormented day and night forever and ever.” Clearly
annihilation is not in view. The text plainly says they will be there forever
and ever.
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And according to Revelation 20:14-15, all the lost of all the ages not written
in the book of life will eventually join them in the lake of fire for all eternity
(cf. Mk. 9:48; Lk. 3:17; 2 Thess. 1:9).

Slide # 24

Matthew 25:41 (NKJV)

41 “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me,
you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his
angels:

This text in Revelation 19:20 forever answers the question of Revelation
13:4 where the world asks, “Who is like the beast? Who is able to make
war with him?”

The KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS is coming on a white horse
of victory, and He instantly puts down the Antichrist without so much as a
struggle! It is short, and it is decisive! It isn't even a contest! In verse 19
they gather for war and then instantly in verse 20 it's OVER!

21 And the rest were killed with the sword which proceeded from the
mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And all the birds were filled with
their flesh.

In effect, Jesus says to antichrist and his false prophet, “go straight to
hell,” and he says to all their armies, “drop dead,” and it's over!!!

“The sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him” refers to His spoken
word of judgment (cf. Rev. 1:16; 2:12, 16; 19:15).

In the Bible, the Word of God is often metaphorically spoken of as a sword.
Hebrews 4:12 says, “For the word of God is living and powerful, and
sharper than any two-edged sword...”. Ephesians 6:17 says the sword of
the Spirit is the word of God. Isaiah 11:4 says, “with the breath of His lips
He shall slay the wicked.”

In His supernatural power, all that Jesus as the “Word” has to do is say the
word, and all the forces of nature comply. In Genesis 1, we repeatedly find
that God said, “Let there be...” and there was. In Mark 4:39, when Jesus
said to the raging sea, “Peace, be still!” instantly there was a great calm. In
2 Thessalonians 2:8 it says the Lord will consume the Antichrist “with the
breath of His mouth.”
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The sword that comes from the mouth of Jesus is His authoritative Word.
All Jesus needs to do is say the word, and the war with the forces of
Antichrist is over!

For the 6" time in this paragraph we have the word “flesh” in view, and
again it is in reference to the birds eating the flesh of those who are killed.

The truly amazing thing is how great the build-up to this climactic battle of
Armageddon is, and then suddenly it's over!

This highlights the greatness of the one coming on the white horse — the
one who is King of Kings and Lord of Lords. He is so GREAT that there
really is no battle — when He shows up, it's all over but the wailing in eternal
torment!

Triumph is swift, decisive, and complete! His Lordship is totally
unchallenged!

The curtain quickly comes down on the stage of human history called the
times of the Gentiles. That is over and now comes the KINGDOM OF OUR
LORD!

There are two great suppers in view in this chapter.

There is the marriage supper of the Lamb — this is the celebration that the
church of Jesus Christ will share in. It will be glorious.

In contrast is the supper of the great God for the birds, in which His
enemies are reduced to bird food.

Which supper do you identify with? The marriage supper of the Lamb or the
supper for the birds?

Those in Christ identify with the marriage supper of the Lamb; all the lost
(in a sense) identify with being supper for the birds, in that their end is
humiliating destruction.

Do you identify with the armies of heaven that follow Christ, who are
“called, chosen, and faithful,” or do you identify with the armies of Antichrist
who in rebellion will be cut down by the Word of His judgment?
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The Church is the BRIDE of the Lamb. | want you to note the contrast here
in chapter 19 between the Church's relationship to Christ as the LAMB and
the world’s relationship to Christ as the LORD of judgment!

In the end, all are going to meet Jesus either as Savior from sin or as the
Judge of their sin.

The Bride does not fear the Lamb as love casts out fear (1 Jn. 4:18). She is
thrilled in His presence. The Lamb is a symbol of gentleness. \Who would
be afraid of a Lamb? Even a little child desires to caress it. There is nothing
to make us afraid of God but sin, and Jesus is the Lamb of God Who takes
away the sin of the world! As His people, we are the bride of the Lamb!

In contrast to the rebel world, Jesus is the LION of the tribe of Judah (Rev.
5:5). The scepter, the right to rule, belongs to the tribe of Judah (Gen.
49:10). And one day the LORD will roar in judgment from Zion (Joel 3:16).
As KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS, Jesus comes in ruthless
judgment! He comes making war! (Rev. 19:11). He comes with eyes of fire
and many crowns. He comes with His robe bloodied by the crushing of His
enemies in the winepress of God’s fierce wrath, and the end is death to all
who stand against Him!

Are you related to Christ as the bride of the Lamb, or are you the enemy of
the LORD of lords Who is the Judge of all?

John 3:36 (LSB)
36 “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not
obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”

Horatius Bonar “The Day After Armageddon”

1. Twas man’s proudest muster

Of sinew and steel:

His army of armies,

Mail-clad to the heel.

2. No sun had ever dawned on so fearful a day,
No trumpet had marshalled so dread an array.
3. As the storm-cloud gathered,

As the lightning it sped;

As the mist it has vanished---

All is still as the dead.

And Jesus is King of kings and Lord of lords, and with Him is His blood-
bought BRIDE! Are you married to Him? Are you part of the called, chosen,
and faithful who are coming with Him? (Rev. 17:14) Have you believed on
Him as your Savior and Lord? Come to Jesus! Now is the accepted time!



