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SBC – March 15, 2026#30

Revelation 14:8-12 (NKJV)
“Beast Worshipers – Eternal Torment”  

Prayer: 

The book of Revelation is about the END. Right now, God is building a forever family of believers called THE CHURCH. One day, the Church will be instantly RAPTURED out of the world, and that immediately will segue into “The Day of the Lord” judgment that will come upon the whole world. 

Both the Rapture and the judgment that ensues on the world are described as coming as a thief in the night. BOTH happen unexpectedly. BOTH take the world by surprise. 
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Matthew 24:43–44 (NKJV) 
43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. 
44 Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 

1 Thessalonians 5:2 (NKJV) 
2 For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night. 
 
Slide # 2

Rapture of the Church

                   Comes as a “thief” (unexpected)

Day of the Lord Judgment

Slide # 3

Revelation 1:19 – Inspired Outline
Revelation 1:19 (NKJV)
19 “Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place after this.
· “have seen” – Past (Vision of Christ) – Ch. 1
· “which are” – Present (Church Age) – Ch. 2-3
· “after this” – Future (Post-Church Age) –Ch. 4-22
· -	Scene in heaven –Ch. 4-5
· -	Tribulation – Ch. 6-18
· -	Second Coming – Ch. 19
· -	Kingdom – Ch. 20
· -	Eternal State – Ch. 21-22
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                    7 yr Judg./Trib. Period/70th  Week of Daniel
Rapture                                                                               Second Coming

       --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                                                         Devil confined to earth (Rev. 12:12.
                                                                        Devil – war on God’s people (12:14, 17).
                                                                        Antichrist – Authority for 42 months (13:5)
                                                                        Antichrist – War on Saints (13:7)
                                                                        Whole world commanded to worship (13:15)
                                                                        144,000 in heaven (14:1-5)
                                                                        Angel proclaims eternal gospel (14:6-7)
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The Seven Visions of Revelation 14
 
1. The Lamb and the 144,000 – 14:1-5
2. The First Angel – The Eternal Gospel – 14:6-7
3. The Second Angel – Babylon’s Fall – 14:8
4. The Third Angel – Warning Against Beast Worship – 14:9-12
5. The Reward of the Saints – 14:13
6. The Son of Man Harvesting – 14:14-16
7. The Winepress of God’s Wrath – 14:17-20

Today, as we study Revelation 14:8-12, we see the end of the matter – the fall of Babylon as the climax of Antichrist’s one world order and the eternal consequences of taking the mark of the beast. 

In Revelation 14:8, an angel announces that Babylon is fallen. 

In the Bible, the theme of Babylon runs from Genesis to Revelation. It begins in Genesis 10 and is brought to a conclusion in Revelation. 
Babylon represents unified rebellion. It was Babylon that spawned all the false religions of the world. All false religion is rooted in Babylon.

In Genesis, Babylon is Idealized (Gen. 10:8-10; 11:1-9).  

Nimrod is introduced to us in Genesis 10. His name means “rebel”. He is a type of Antichrist. He was the man who founded the city of Babylon, as seen in Gen. 10:10. Apparently, he was the man behind the building project of the Tower of Babel, as seen in Gen. 11. 

Babel literally means “to confound”. Babylon is “the city of confusion”.  Babylon is both a city and a system. It represents UNIFIED REBELLION and hence confusion. 

The key thing about Babylon is that it represents FALSE RELIGION working in concert with HUMAN GOVERNMENT! Babylon signifies the seat of false religion and idolatry. It represents unified, man-centered, idolatrous rebellion. 

After the worldwide flood in Noah’s day, people began to repopulate the earth. But contrary to God’s directive to scatter throughout the earth (cf. Gen. 9:7), they congregated in one place. Nimrod was the first ruler of the global community. He was a mighty hunter against the Lord, in the sense that he was a hunter of souls, in influencing people against the Lord.  

Nimrod, in effect, was the first world dictator, and the beginning of his kingdom was Babel (cf. Gen. 10:8-10). The capital city of his empire was Babylon. And in this sense, he prefigures the Antichrist who will rule over last days' Babylon as seen in the book of Revelation. 

Nimrod had a wife named Semiramis, who founded the “mystery religions” of Babylon. All systematized idolatrous false religion traces its roots back to BABYLON. It is the EPICENTER of all false religion. And we find it IDEALIZED in Genesis 11. 

In the time of Daniel, Babylon was imperialized (Dan. 1-5). It was under Nebuchadnezzar that Jerusalem fell and the Jewish Temple was destroyed in 586 B.C. (cf. 2 Kg. 24:12-16). This marked the beginning of the Babylonian Captivity for the Jews and the beginning of what is known as “the Times of the Gentiles” (cf. Lk. 21:24). 

Thus, we see in the days of Judah’s prophets that Babylon became IMPERIALIZED into a powerful worldwide empire (cf. Dan. 2, 7).  
The city of Babylon became the capital of an entire empire called the Babylonian Empire, which in terms of territory, in general, corresponds to modern-day Iraq.  

Babylon is prophesied about in the OT with key passages being in Isaiah 13-14, 47; Jeremiah 50-51; and Zechariah 5:5-11. 

Prophesy scholars note that often prophecy has an element of near-partial fulfillment, and at the same time, interwoven is an element of distant-complete fulfillment.  The fulfillment of the near assures fulfillment of the distant. 

There are two great texts that prophesy of the future destruction of Babylon. They are found in Isa. 13 and 14 and Jeremiah 50 and 51. These texts speak of a destruction of Babylon that came at the hand of the Medes and Persians (cf. Isa. 13:6,17, 19; Jer. 50:39; 51:11, 28, 62). 

Yet, interwoven is prophetic truth that was NOT fulfilled at that time, and must be fulfilled at a future time in THE DAY OF THE LORD. In order for this to happen, there must be a resurgence of Babylon in the last days. 

Finally, Scripture prophesies of Babylon Globalized (Rev. 14:8; 16:19; 17-18). 

The book of Revelation serves as a “Grand Central Station” that gathers up the prophesies of “Babylon” and brings them all to a head.   The book of Revelation has a total of 404 verses with 44 of them addressing Babylon. 

That means that 11 percent of the entire book of Revelation deals with the subject of Babylon. Revelation deals with the final culmination of Babylon that began back in Genesis. Revelation presents the fully developed concept as it presents a globalized Babylon. 

Remember that Babylon is both a CITY and a SYSTEM. The city is the fountainhead of all organized idolatry. The system is the idolatrous values, ideas, and concepts that unite a rebel world of false religion and politics. 

The idea behind Babylon is always the UNITY of false religion and government in unified rebellion against God. It is the concept of UNIFIED IDOLATROUS REBELLION that Babylon represents from Genesis to Revelation. It is progressive in nature, emanating forth until it infects and corrupts the entire world. 
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	Babylon in the Bible 

1. Babylon Idealized (Gen. 10:8-10; 11:1-9) 
2. Babylon Imperialized (Daniel 1-5). 
3. Babylon Prophesied (Isa. 13-14, 47; Jer. 50-51; Zech. 5:5-11). 
4. Babylon Globalized (Rev. 14:8; 16:19; chps. 17 & 18). 

Revelation 14:8 (NKJV)
8 And another angel followed, saying, “Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she has made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” 

The context here is the end of the Tribulation Period. In Rev. 14:6-7, we saw an angel flying through the midst of heaven, heralding the gospel to the whole world, in effect saying, “The End is Near!” Now we see another angel announcing that Babylon has fallen, in effect announcing “The End is Here!”   

This is spoken prophetically at this point in anticipation of what is going to happen at the end. Note it is spoken emphatically in that it is stated twice, “Babylon is fallen, is fallen.” This emphasis means it is absolutely CERTAIN! The announcement here anticipates what is spelled out in more detail in Revelation 17 and 18. 

There is a debate about the meaning of Babylon here. Some argue that Babylon symbolically represents Rome, and others argue that it should be taken literally as Babylon. 

Certainly, the Babylonian System, characterized by idolatrous rebellion which comes to a climax under Antichrist, is clearly in view. But I would argue that prophecy ultimately looks for a future rebuilding of Babylon, which will be a major centerpiece of Antichrist’s empire. 

“After the flood, the first outbreak of evil in the world occurred at Babylon. Everything will come full circle. The world’s first capital city will be the place of its final city, Babylon. I believe this means that, in the end times, Babylon will become the world capital of an evil world economic system run by Antichrist.” – Mark Hitchcock, Second Coming of Babylon, p. 99

Tucked away in the little book of Zechariah is this prophecy. 
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Zechariah 5:8 (NKJV) 
8 then he said, “This is Wickedness!” And he thrust her down into the basket, and threw the lead cover over its mouth. 

Zechariah 5:10–11 (NKJV) 
10 So I said to the angel who talked with me, “Where are they carrying the basket?” 
11 And he said to me, “To build a house for it in the land of Shinar; when it is ready, the basket will be set there on its base.” 

When Zechariah asked the interpreting angel where this basket of wickedness was being taken, the answer was “To build a house for it in the land of Shinar”.

“House” refers to a place of dwelling. In view is the CENTER, or the key base of operations. This will be located in the land of Shinar, which is Babylon, as so stated in Genesis 10:10. It is there that the basket will be set on its base or on its pedestal. In effect, this will be the HEADQUARTERS for last days' wickedness!

Shinar is the old name for Babylon. Shinar is the oldest designation for this area, followed by Mesopotamia, followed by Chaldea, followed by Babylon – all referring to the same basic locale. Shinar is the more ancient term, harking back to the days of Nimrod and the hatching of the mystery religions, in conjunction with the tower of Babel (cf. Gen. 10:10; 11:2; Dan. 1:2). This system comes to full fruition under Antichrist, which is then destroyed by God at the end. 

But having said all this, I do think there are two aspects to the days Babylon. 
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“The harlot” (Rev. 17) is the religious system that “the beast” uses to help build his organization. When Antichrist establishes his own religion (Rev. 13:11-15), he will destroy the “harlot”, but it is God who will destroy Babylon. – Warren Wiersbe
 
It is true that the harlot called “Mystery Babylon” in Revelation 17 is distinct from the final form of Babylon under Antichrist. They are related in that both are rooted in the Babylonian system, both are “Babylonic,” and yet they are distinct. 
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Revelation 17:16–18 (NKJV) 
16 And the ten horns which you saw on the beast, these will hate the harlot, make her desolate and naked, eat her flesh and burn her with fire. 
17 For God has put it into their hearts to fulfill His purpose, to be of one mind, and to give their kingdom to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled. 
18 And the woman whom you saw is that great city which reigns over the kings of the earth.” 

This makes it very clear that the “harlot” of Revelation 17 is distinct from the “Babylon the great” under Antichrist in Revelation 18. I am not dogmatic, but here is what I tend to think, having studied this for many years. There are two aspects of “Babylon”; both of which are called Babylon, both of which are called a harlot, and both of which are linked with a great city. 
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THE BABYLONIAN SYSTEM
Idolatrous False Religion 
(Genesis – Revelation)

Revelation 17                                            Revelation 18

Mystery Babylon                                       Babylon the Great
Harlot (Apostate Christendom)                 Harlot (Beast Worship)
City: Rome                                                City: Babylon 

It is noteworthy that the harlot woman of Revelation 17 is called “Mystery Babylon,” while the last form of Babylon under Antichrist is simply called Babylon the Great. Interestingly, the true Church in the NT is repeatedly referred to as “the mystery” (cf. Eph. 3:3-6, 9), and that this aspect of Babylon in Revelation 17 is called “Mystery Babylon.” This corresponds to the false Church – to Christendom, which is steeped in the Babylonian Mystery religions. 

To show you how true this is note a little bit of history. 

Nimrod was the grandson of Ham, the unworthy son of Noah. As already noted, Nimrod was the founder of the city of Babel or Babylon. According to ancient writings, the wife of Nimrod was Semiramis. 
Supposedly, old Nimrod died and became the sun god. He then miraculously impregnated Semiramis by a sunbeam. She had a miraculously born son named Tammuz. One day, as he was out hunting, he was killed by a wild boar. Semiramis supposedly wept for him for 40 days, and then he came back to life. You can see how this counterfeit religion mimics the truth of Christ throughout. Semiramis was known as the High Priestess of the Babylonian Mystery religions, which involved all sorts of idolatrous practices, including astrology, magic practices, occult practices, and many things that relate to New Age Practices today. 
	Thus began a whole system of counterfeit religions, with the major identifying MARK being a mother and son religion. She became known as the Queen of heaven, etc. Throughout the land, idols of the mother and the babe in her arms were common.

Crowns in the shape of a fish head were worn by the chief priest of the Babylonian cult to honor the fish god. The crown bore the words “Keeper of the bridge,” which was symbolic of the bridge between man and Satan. This title was adopted by the Roman Emperors who used the Latin title Pontifex  Maximus, which means “Major keeper of the Bridge”. And then the same title was later used by the bishop of Rome. The pope today is often called the pontiff, which comes from pontifex. Little by little, many of the traits of the Babylonian Mystery religions crept in and were influential in paganizing Christianity and became a source of many so-called religious rites which have crept into ritualistic churches.”

For example, the Babylonian Mystery religions had a system of priests; they used holy water, candles, etc. The 40-day commemoration of Samarium’s weeping for Tammuz was now transformed into the 40 days of Lent. The mother and son emphasis was now transferred to the church with all kinds of corresponding relics and idols corresponding to Mary and Jesus.  The evidence of Papal Rome’s direct association and perpetuation of Babylon’s mother/child system is overwhelming. 

Both forms of Babylon are going down in the Tribulation Period, never to return!  

And the reason stated is because, “she [Babylon] has made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” 

The influence of the Babylonian system of false religion was vast. 
The largest religion in the world is Christianity, which should really be called “Christendom,” with the largest sector by far being Roman Catholic. Roman Catholicism is very Babylonian in that it is idolatrous through and through. 
 For example, the Mass is really flagrant idolatry. Supposedly, the priest has the power to turn the wafer into God, which is why he bows before it before partaking of it. Bowing before the Pope as the supposed vicar of Christ is idolatry. 
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“Mary-worship, saint-worship, image-worship, and relic-worship. In one word, it is a huge organized idolatry.” – J.C. Ryle

The Babylonian system in the form of Roman Catholicism has been propagated throughout the whole world. She has become a great harlot, influencing and bringing false religion and thus judgment on the whole world. Thus, she has “made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” This then segues into the last form of Babylonian idolatry as realized in the worship of Antichrist. 

The wine of Babylon is symbolic of idolatrous unfaithfulness. Spiritual fornication speaks of unfaithfulness to God. They have corrupted the gospel; they have idolatrized all aspects of Christianity essentially, which led ultimately to the height of idolatry as found in Antichrist, which is the final form of Babylon called “Babylon the Great.”  

But now the entire corrupt system has fallen! Rome is no more! Babylon is no more! It has all come tumbling down in the judgment of God. 

Again, what is stated here in 14:8 is prophetic. It doesn’t actually happen until 16:19, which is then elaborated on in Revelation 17 and 18.  

9 Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, 
10 he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 

Interjected here is a WARNING – a RED ALERT WARNING that if anyone worships the beast (the Antichrist) and his image and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, then they will drink of the wine of the wrath of God.

At that point, they will have irreversibly committed themselves to Antichrist, and there is no going back! For those who take the MARK, it’s over! The wrath of God’s judgment is inevitable! There is no going back! 

Notice it will be personal punishment! Notice the emphasis on “he himself.” Sometimes people comfort themselves that they will be in hell with all their friends. However, when one is JUDGED by God, it will be “himself” or “herself” that is standing before the great white throne to be personally sentenced by God. “He himself” shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God.

And notice this wrath will be poured out upon them in full strength – “poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation.” There will be no holding back. They will experience the full measure of God’s wrath! Their punishment will be as intense and severe as it can be! There will be no mercy, no grace, no leniency. 
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Psalm 75:8 (NKJV) 
8 For in the hand of the LORD there is a cup, And the wine is red; It is fully mixed, and He pours it out; Surely its dregs shall all the wicked of the earth Drain and drink down. 

This person who takes the MARK of the BEAST will be “tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.” 

Tormented signifies anguish, misery, affliction, and pain. 
Fire and brimstone signify “burning sulfur.” Pictured here is the pain of fire mixed with the gagging smell of sulfur, which is comparable to rotten eggs.  

So-called “Fire and Brimstone preachers” are often mocked. They are considered insensitive and crude – not tactful. But the fact of the matter is that faithfully preaching the whole counsel of God means we must also teach and proclaim that a torment of fire and brimstone awaits those who reject Christ in favor of this world's antichrist system. 

Now indeed we want to teach the whole counsel of God. We certainly don’t want to be all wrath and no love. Indeed, we do seek to share the truth in love, but we must be biblically balanced and not water down the doctrine of hell. It frankly is terrifying! 

The great problem of the hour is those who are lukewarm and don’t preach against sin, who don’t warn of hellish consequences – who instead strive constantly only to make people comfortable and to feel good. 

Someone has well said: “Hell is not as hot as it was 50 years ago”. 

C.S. Lewis….heard a young preacher saying: “And now my friends if you do not believe these truths, there may be for you grave eschatological consequences.” Lewis later asked: “Did you mean that they would be in danger of hellfire?” “Why yes!”  Lewis then said, “Then why in the world didn’t you say so?”
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People who refuse to properly teach the whole counsel of God, including the reality of hell, are known in the Bible as false teachers or, at best, those who are unfaithful. The faithful preach the Word – the whole Word, and nothing but the Word.  

I get it that the idea of punishment in hell is repugnant. Frankly, it horrifies me to think of loved ones being there. But that is plainly what the Bible teaches. 

Now let me say that if this is not literal fire and brimstone, whatever it is must be worse than fire and brimstone. If it is a symbol, remember that a symbol is used to give a faint representation of the real. 
                                                                    – J. Vernon McGee

The picture is clearly one of intense suffering, plainly said to be torment. 

And notice it is carried out in “the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.” 

We do know that Jesus will one day say to those who don’t know Him, “I never knew you, depart from Me” (Mt. 7:23). And yet here we see at the same time they are tormented in the presence of the holy angels and Jesus. 

“Throughout eternity, the Lake of fire is in the presence of the Lord, for nothing can be outside His omnipresence, even the Lake of fire. However, the wicked will be separated from His presence in the sense of contact and fellowship…” – Charles Ryrie

This may be what the Scripture has in mind in such places as Deut. 7. 
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Deuteronomy 7:10 (NKJV) 
10 and He repays those who hate Him to their face, to destroy them. He will not be slack with him who hates Him; He will repay him to his face. 

11 And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name.” 

Note the duration emphasis here is FOREVER AND EVER. Their torment is forever and ever! It is really hard to escape the plain sense of this. 

The logic goes like this: where there is smoke, there is fire, and in this case, the smoke ascends forever. In the mix of this statement is “their torment,” which is related to forever and ever. The straightforward way to understand this is that this is a picture of ETERNAL torment that never ends. This is one of the strongest statements on hell found in the Bible. 

Every once in a while, someone comes forth with the argument that the torment is not forever and ever, claiming that the Bible somehow teaches annihilation. I could hope they are right, but that is not what the Bible says. 

To start with, the phrase “forever and ever” is used to denote the very length of God’s life, as it says in Revelation 15:7, “God who lives forever and ever.” This is the same terminology. How long does God live? Forever and ever. He never ceases to live. So also with the torment that these people will experience, it continues forever and ever, - the same language. 

This is consistent with what Jesus taught. 
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Matthew 25:46 (NASB) 
46 “And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

The very same terminology used in reference to eternal punishment is used in reference to eternal life. If the punishment is not eternal, well then neither is the eternal life. Consistency demands that the punishment is ETERNAL – lasting forever and ever. 

Recently, we had a famous Christian, made famous by Hollywood, come out and say that tentatively he no longer believes in eternal punishment. His reasoning is that temporal sin can never be deserving of eternal punishment. Almost immediately, he lost credibility from most of the solid Bible-believing community. 

To challenge the reality of an eternal hell is really to challenge what the Bible plainly says. To think it is not fair is to grossly misunderstand the HOLINESS of God and the offensiveness of sin. And it is to put human reasoning above the Word of God. That is very dangerous! 
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Scripture does not teach the false doctrine of annihilation, nor does it teach the false doctrine of purgatory, which amounts to a works salvation. Rather, it teaches that it is appointed unto people once to die and after that the judgement (Heb. 9:27). 

The qualifier in verse 11 further underscores the idea of eternal punishment when it says, “and they have no rest day or night who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name.”

The emphasis here is that the conscious torment goes on and on with never a break. There is never a rest period! The torment is non-stop, constant forever and ever! It really is indescribable!  

No kind of semantic manipulation or recourse to symbolic language can erase the fact of eternal punishment conveyed in this announcement. – Bill Mounce

Whenever you have pain the one thing that keeps you going is the hope that indeed it will subside, and if it doesn’t, you can take painkillers. If you have to live with pain, it is wonderful to have some respites in between –but hell is forever with never a break. That frankly is so horrifying that the human mind can’t really grasp it, and yet that is what the Bible teaches. 

Someone says “I think this is hell right here.” No here you can generally find some form of relief. Hell is a place where there is no relief …ever!

Jesus used the word “gehenna” to describe hell. The word alludes to a place in the  OT where people sacrificed their children to false gods (cf. 2 Chron. 28:3). Later this place was the national DUMP of Israel where garbage and refuse continually burned (cf. Jer. 7:31). Very possibly when Jesus spoke on hell he could have turned and pointed to “gehenna” the dump that continually burned just outside the city and said, “This is what it will be like.” It is a place of fire and brimstone where people are tormented forever and ever and they know no rest day or night forever.  

Vance Havner at one time pastored a country church. A certain man said he didn’t like the sermons he preached on hell. He said he should preach more about the meek and lowly Jesus: Havner’s reply. “He’s the one from where I got all my information about hell”. 

Jesus spoke more about hell than anyone else in the Bible. He spoke more about hell than He did heaven. And the reason is clear – He didn’t anyone to go there. The warnings of Scripture are there for a reason. If you love people, you warn them of fatal danger!  

The Bible couldn’t be clearer: People who worship the beast and his image, who take the mark of the beast, will suffer for it for all eternity. There is a double emphasis here in verse 9 and then again in verse 11. The warning shouts LOUD and CLEAR! 

In contrast to those who will take the mark are the saints who will NOT! 

12 Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.

Remember that at this point, the law will be that if you don’t worship the Antichrist, you are to die, as seen back in 13:15. 

Remember that at this point Antichrist is granted authority to rule with an absolute dictatorship for 42 months (3 and ½ years) and he is granted to make war with the saints and to overcome them, and his jurisdiction is over “every tribe, tongue, and nation.” (13:5, 7). 

It will be a very HARD time to remain alive unless you are willing to take the mark of the beast and worship him. Here is the patience of the saints. 
The word patience means perseverance or endurance. The saints will have to endure this, meaning most of them will die for their faith. Perseverance in the faith has always been the mark of the true saints. This is the KEY mark of genuine faith in the Hall of Faith chapter of Hebrews 11. 
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1 John 2:19 (NKJV) 
19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us. 

True faith continues, it perseveres, it endures! In Revelation 1:9, John says he is a “brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ.” In Revelation 13:10, it speaks of those destined to be killed with the sword must be killed with the sword, and then it says, “Here is the patience and faith of the saints.” 

Perseverance, whether it involves persecution or death, defines the saints! 

Furthermore, the saints are those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus! They persevere in keeping God’s commands and the faith of Jesus. This combination has always defined true believers. 

Here is the proper link between works and faith so necessary in all ages… - John Walvoord 

True faith desires to obey and does obey, not perfectly, but characteristically. This shows true faith in the Lordship of Christ. 
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1 John 2:3–4 (NKJV) 
3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. 
4 He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 

Yes, we as believers struggle and as James says, “we all stumble in many things.” (Ja. 3:2). But at the same time, down deep we desire to obey. As born-again Christians, we have a new nature that always desires to do right, and that is also in harmony with the Holy Spirit who lives in us. 
This combination defines the saints, those who are true believers.
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                       Marks of the Genuine

· Patience (Perseverance) of the saints
· Keep the Commandments of God
· Keep the Faith of Jesus 

There is no stronger evidence that saving faith perseveres than the reality that the most tested believers in history will maintain their saving faith until the end. – John MacArthur

Here is the point: The nature of saving faith is always the same. There isn’t one kind of saving faith for Abraham, another for the prophets, another for the church age, and yet another for the Tribulation Period! 

NO! THE NATURE OF SAVING FAITH is consistent from Abel to the last person ever saved. The message was progressive, but the heart response of faith is the same in every dispensation. We are saved by faith alone and not by works, but it must be the right kind of faith. A saving faith is a life-changing kind of faith, and one of the evidences of genuineness is PERSEVEREANCE in the faith. 

We are not saved by PERSEVERANCE – we are saved by faith, but if it is real in the heart, it will persevere! This is the defining reality of the genuine! 

Revelation 14:12 is one of the best illustrations of the nature of saving faith found in the New Testament. It stands as a package and is thus stated as it is. Faith and its fruit are distinct, but yet very closely related, as the one necessarily leads to the other. Faith is always the root, and works are the fruit. We are saved by faith alone, but faith, if it is real, brings forth fruit! 

Because of the close-knit package of faith and its fruit it is sometimes stated backwards. In other words, sometimes the fruit is emphasized first, when in actuality it follows faith. 

For example, in Romans 10:9 it says, “if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” Now, does confession or belief come first? Well, of course, faith comes first, but here in verse 9, Paul states it second. But then in the very next verse, he states the correct order when he says, “For with the heart one believes unto righteousness and with the mouth confession is made.” (Rom. 10:10). 
We see this very same “package phenomenon” here in Revelation 14:12 as it is stated in reverse in terms of actual experience. The verse lists, “the patience (perseverance) of the saints, those who keep the commandments, and those who keep the faith of Jesus. Well, in actuality, faith in Jesus comes first, which then demonstrates itself in keeping the commands of God, which is then further demonstrated in the perseverance of the saints. This is a package that really demonstrates the nature of a true saving faith. 

What is presented in our text today is the ultimate issue in time and for all eternity. Will people worship the false and give their allegiance to the Antichrist, or will they, as a commitment of allegiance, put their faith in the true Christ – the Lord Jesus Christ?

“The issues are now made clear, the alternatives unmistakable. “Worship me,” cries the Beast, “or be doomed!” “Worship Me, cries the Lamb, “or be damned!” – John Phillips

This is always the issue! Everyone is on one side of Christ or the other. Either they are a true believer, or they are an unbeliever. Either they align with false religion, or they align with the truth. Either their allegiance is to false gods, or it is to the true God as revealed in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

And the point in our text this morning is that at some point, there comes a point of no return. Certainly, death is a point of no return, but as noted, taking the MARK of the beast will also mark a point of no return.
I don’t know where that line is, but the Bible teaches that even now there is a point of no return where people reject to the point where God gives them over to a debased mind (Rom. 1:24, 26, 28). There is a point of no return where it is impossible for people to come to repentance (Heb. 6:4-6). There is a point of no return where people willfully sin against the truth, to where there is no remedy (Heb. 10:26-31). 

That is why the Bible says, “Today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts” (Heb. 3:7-8); and again, we “plead with you not to receive the grace of God in vain.” (2 Cor. 6:1)     

Slide # 22
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THE 40 MARTYRS

"History knows them as the forty martyrs of Sebaste. They were soldiers in the famed Twelfth Legion of Rome’s imperial army, around A.D. 320. One day, the captain informed his troops that the Emperor had sent down an edict commanding all soldiers to offer a sacrifice to his pagan god. Forty of the soldiers were followers of Christ, and they refused. 'You can have our armor and even our bodies, but our hearts' allegiance belongs to Jesus Christ,' they said. "The emperor decided to make an example of the soldiers, so in the middle of winter, he marched them onto a frozen lake and stripped them of their clothes. 'Renounce your God, and you will be spared from death,' he told them. Not one man came forward. So he left them there, huddled together to contemplate his offer. Throughout the night, the men stayed together, singing their song of victory: “Forty Martyrs for Christ.” Finally, one man lost courage and stumbled to the shore, where he renounced Christ. However, the officer of the guards had been watching all this. Unbeknownst to the others, he had secretly come to believe in Christ. When he saw this last man break rank, he walked out onto the ice, threw off his clothes, and confessed that he also was a Christian. When the sun arose the next morning, there were forty bodies of soldiers who had willingly died for Christ.

Where is your heart’s allegiance? Jesus Christ said, “Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.” (Rev. 2:10) 

Where are you with Jesus? This is the ultimate question in time and for all eternity. Come to Jesus! Jesus says, “Come to Me, all you labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Mt. 11:28). Come to Jesus! 
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Do not water down the severity of Hell to
make the gospel sound kinder.

Only when we faithfully preach the "hard"
truths of the Bible, such as the
seriousness of sin and the eternal
punishment of Hell, does the gospel
become precious.
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