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Revelation 12:7-12 (NKJV)
“War in Heaven”  

Prayer: 

We live at the time of THE END! 
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1 Corinthians 10:11 (NKJV) 
11 Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have come. 

1 Peter 4:7 (NKJV) 
7 But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers. 
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         Distinction but Related…

Last Days – Church Age

Last Days - Israel

Slide # 3
                            God’s Two-Program Plan

                                           Rapture


                            Israel   [Church Age]   Israel 
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Daniel 9:24-27 – God’s Plan for Israel

Daniel 9:24-27 gives an overview of God’s special dealings with Israel, culminating in a 7-year period of time (the Tribulation Period) that ushers in the kingdom. 
· v. 24 -“For your people” (Jews/Israel)
· v. 27 - 7 years – Two Parts
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Revelation 6-18 – THE 7-YEAR TRIBULATION PERIOD

Revelation 6-18 builds on Daniel 9:27 (the 7- year Tribulation Period) and fills in more detail. 

What the book of Revelation does is give a comprehensive overview of how God’s plan of redemption concludes, and it presents it in a chronological fashion. It presents the “after this” conclusion to the whole matter. 
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Revelation 1:19 – Inspired Outline
Revelation 1:19 (NKJV)
19 “Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place after this.
· “have seen” – Past (Vision of Christ) – Ch. 1
· “which are” – Present (Church Age) – Ch. 2-3
· “after this” – Future (Post-Church Age) –Ch. 4-22
· -	Scene in heaven –Ch. 4-5
· -	Tribulation – Ch. 6-18
· -	Second Coming – Ch. 19
· -	Kingdom – Ch. 20
· -	Eternal State – Ch. 21-22

The 7-year Tribulation Period that ushers in the kingdom is made up of two 3 and ½ year parts as introduced in Daniel. Jesus called the last half a time of “great tribulation” (Mt. 24:21). And this is where we are in our study, as seen in Revelation 12. 
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[image: ]
We have noted that while the judgments in Revelation are presented in chronological order, as seen in the seal, trumpet, and bowl judgments, there are interludes between them that are not necessarily chronological in order, but develop various subplots that enrich our understanding of the judgments going forward. 
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JUDGMENTS and INTERLUDES
 
Rev. 6 – Seal Judgments 
Rev. 7 [Interlude]
Rev. 8-9 – Trumpet Judgments
Rev. 10 – 11:14 [Interlude]
Rev. 11:15-19 Announcement of 7th Trumpet
Rev. 12-15 [Interlude – development of sub-plots]
Rev. 16 – Bowl Judgments
Rev. 17-18 - Epilogue
 
In the subplot of Revelation 12, we are given a symbolic overview of spiritual warfare that governs redemptive history. As we saw last week in Revelation 12:1-6 the devil seeks to try and destroy God’s plan of redemption and thus gain victory over God. He has failed at every turn – but he keeps trying. 

 The devil tried his hardest to destroy the Christ at His first coming, but Jesus ascended victoriously into heaven with the ultimate destiny of ruling the world with a rod of iron. Since Christ is now in heaven and can no longer be directly attacked, the devil goes after Israel, who brought forth the Messiah. Revelation 12 jumps to the end, where we have Satan’s final pre-kingdom all-out effort to destroy Israel once and for all. This happens at the end of the Tribulation Period – the last 3 and ½ years. 

And in reference to this, Revelation 12:6 says…
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Revelation 12:6 (NKJV) 
6 Then the woman [Israel] fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, that they should feed her there one thousand two hundred and sixty days. 
 
God is going to sovereignly protect and provide for Israel in a special “hiding place” in the wilderness called Bozrah (cf. Isa. 63:1), corresponding to modern-day Petra. It specifically says God will do this for 1,260 days, which is 3 and ½ years. This will be the last 3 and 1/2 years of the Tribulation Period, culminating in the Second Coming. 

Revelation 12:7-17 adds more detail to this last 3 and ½ year period, showing the spiritual warfare involved behind the scenes. 

Revelation 12:7–12 (NKJV) 
7 And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, 

This explains WHY the woman (Israel) is forced to flee and be provided for by God out in the wilderness for 1260 days. 

We don’t normally expect that war breaks out in heaven. We need to understand that up to this point, Satan has had some access to the heavens. In Ephesians 2:2, Satan is called “the prince of the power of the air.” It seems that there is a realm in the heavens where Satan has his power base and control center.” 

There is mystery here but clearly Satan still has limited access to heaven – even to appear before God in some fashion (cf. 1 Kg. 22:21; Job. 1:12; Zech. 3:1).
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Job 1:6–7 (NKJV) 
6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them. 
7 And the LORD said to Satan, “From where do you come?” So Satan answered the LORD and said, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking back and forth on it.” 

The name Michael literally means “Who is like God?” emphasizing that God is incomparable. Ironically, it was Satan (the dragon) who said in Isaiah 14:14, “I will be like the Most High” which was a fatal error – an eternally fatal error.   

The devil has his angels who serve under him (Mt. 25:41), and Michael has his angels who serve under his authority, which, of course, are all under the sovereign authority of God. But the point is, there is a rank and file among both unholy and holy angels. The rank and file of unholy angels is seen in the language of Ephesians 6:12, where it says we wrestle against principalities, powers, rulers of the darkness, and spiritual forces of evil in heavenly places (cf. Rom. 8:38; Eph. 1:21; 3:10; 6:12; Col. 1:16; 2:10,15; Titus 3:1). 
Michael is elsewhere called “Michael the archangel”. Archangel means chief, principal, or highest angel. No other angel is ever referred to in this way. This suggests that Michael has a superior position of power among the holy angels. We might call Michael a “war angel” who serves as sort of a General over the holy angels who fight for God’s purposes. We see this title used in Jude 9 when he was contending with the devil once again emphasizing the reality of spiritual warfare. 

In Daniel 12, we see that Michael has a special role of protection over God’s people, Israel, which is the context here in Revelation. In Daniel 11:45 it indicates that ultimately Antichrist will position himself in Jerusalem which we believe corresponds to when he will go into the rebuilt Jewish temple and declare himself to be God. 

At that time Michael will come to the aid of God’s people and the time reference in Daniel 12:1 indicates it will be the very same time being referenced here in Revelation 12. 
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Daniel 12:1 (NKJV) 
1 “At that time Michael shall stand up, The great prince who stands watch over the sons of your people [Israel]; And there shall be a time of trouble, Such as never was since there was a nation, Even to that time. And at that time your people shall be delivered, Every one who is found written in the book. 

At the very time of the great Tribulation (the last half of the Tribulation Period), Michael will come to the aid of God’s people, Israel. He, in effect, will ensure their preservation as they flee to the place prepared by God for them in the wilderness. In the invisible unseen world of the spiritual realm, God will be using Michael (the powerful war angel) to provide protection for His people. 

So there will be war in heaven between Michel and his holy angels and the dragon (Satan) and his unholy angels. This will be a literal battle, but we don’t fully understand the spiritual realm in which the angels operate, but it is real. There will be a real war – a real fight in this realm. 

Note that Michael the archangel’s ministry is very consistently linked with Israel as seen in Daniel 10 (v. 10-21); Daniel 12 (v. 1) and Jude 9). This may provide some insight into 1 Thess. 4:16. 
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1 Thessalonians 4:16 (NKJV)
16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.

I believe that at the Rapture, as the voice of the Lord summons the Church to Himself in the Rapture, at the very same time, the voice of the archangel (Michael) is heard, which signals that Israel is once again front and center in terms of what is now to happen on earth. 

Michael is not a messenger angel but a warrior. He is the divinely appointed commander-in-chief of the heavenly hosts who engages in conflicts with Satan and his army of fallen angels. – Lehman Strauss

At the Rapture, with the Church gone, Israel is now going to need special protection once again, and the voice of the archangel signals that this is now going to be in place. The Church departs, and on earth Israel emerges as the focal point going forward, and with her emerges Michael the archangel in a prominent role. 

8 but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer. 

Satan and his angels fight to keep their territory, but they lose. If you want to be a perennial loser, just be on Satan’s side. If you want to be an eternal winner [overcomer], be on God’s side. 

No longer will Satan and his angels be afforded any space in heaven. 

9 So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.

The dragon is GREAT but not as great as God – not as great as God’s archangel Michael! 

There are five titles or descriptions of Satan in this single verse. 

There are more terms for Satan in this paragraph (v. 9) than in any other single passage in the Word of God. 
                                                    – Wycliffe Bible Commentary
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· Great Dragon (Tyrannical)
· Serpent of old (Tempter – going back to Genesis 3)
· Devil (Slanderer/Accuser)
· Satan (Adversary)
· Who Deceives the Whole World (Deceiver)

This defines who Satan is – what defines his very being and character. His whole being is evil to the core and he never does anything good for anyone. He never helps. He is never benevolent. He never cares. He is totally malevolent!  His whole being and purpose is to try and hurt and destroy. 

By the way, this is why it was unforgivable when the Pharisees accused Jesus of casting out demons by the power of Satan (cf. Mt. 12:24). In contrast to the devil, Acts 10:38 says that Jesus, in the power of the Spirit, “went about doing good.” His ministry was totally benevolent. He never hurt anyone. To accuse Him of doing His miracles by the power of Satan was totally against the nature of everything the Bible says about the devil and thus unforgivable! 

But I do want to say that Satan is good at what he does. Jesus said the devil is “a liar and the father of it” (Jn. 8:44). He is so good he can transform himself into an angel of light for the purpose of deception (2 Cor. 11:14). He is so good that he “deceives the whole world.” By the way, Christian, when you go to the world for their “expert counsel” – especially in relation to sin, salvation, and sanctification – WATCH OUT! Just remember the WHOLE WORLD is deceived by Satan! You can’t trust the devil or his children when it comes to spiritual truth! Deception defines them.

And in the last days those who stand for the truth uncompromisingly will experience push back and persecution more and more. 

Slide # 14

2 Timothy 3:12–13 (NKJV) 
12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. 
13 But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived. 

The context here in 2 Timothy is all about persecution and afflictions of the godly, and the last days' perilous times are all the more perilous because of the oppression brought about by evil people who are deceived and deceiving. This is the work of the devil! He hates nothing more than the TRUTH, and if you stand for it, he will come at you strong! 

Deception is a really serious thing: People are fooled, and they don’t even know it. That is the art of deception! People are like sheep – easily led, and Satan is the master deceiver. How serious to think that masses of people really perceive spiritual reality to be one way only to find out in the end they have been completely misled and deceived. That is tragic beyond comprehension! 

The devil deceives the whole world…

About God and His Word (cf. Gen. 3)
About Jesus Christ and the way of Salvation (cf. 2 Cor. 4:4). 
About Israel (the world is completely wrong about Israel – Rev. 12). 

In this context, here in Revelation 12, he is going to deceive the world concerning the false Christ – the Antichrist, whom the world will come to believe in as God (see chapter 13; cf. Jn. 5:43). And right along with that, the world will be swept into worldwide deception regarding Israel as the whole world will unite around Antichrist in an effort to wipe out Israel (cf. Rev. 12:13; Zech. 14:2-3; Jer. 30:7; Dan. 9:27).  

Satan and his angels, at this point, will be cast out of heaven and confined to the earth. This is a forceful eviction! They don’t go easily – they have to be expelled. 

Satan’s entire career as Satan has been one of continual demotion. He has never had a promotion. He is always moving DOWN, DOWN, DOWN.  
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Satan’s Downward Trajectory

1. Cast from his position in heaven (Ezek. 28:14-16; Lk. 10:18). 
2. Confined to the earth – last half of the Tribulation Period (Rev. 12:7-9). 
3. Bound in the Bottomless Pit for 1000 years (Rev. 20:1-3). 
4. Cast into the Lake of Fire forever and ever (Rev. 20:10). 

The whole surrounding context argues that this takes place at about the middle of the Tribulation Period. There are specific “time markers” surrounding this event. 
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Revelation 12:6 (NKJV) 
6 Then the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, that they should feed her there one thousand two hundred and sixty days. 

Revelation 12:14 (NKJV) 
14 But the woman was given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness to her place, where she is nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent. 

The Bible in both the OT and the NT consistently uses the phrases three and one-half years, 1260 days, or a time, times, and half a time to denote either the first half or the last half of the Tribulation Period. In context, here in Revelation 12 is the climactic last half of the Tribulation Period, which parallels Michael’s defense of Israel during the Great Tribulation as seen in Dan. 12:1.  

10 Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and night, has been cast down. 

At this point, a celebration breaks out in heaven in celebration of Satan being cast out of heaven and in anticipation of the coming kingdom reign. 

Note is a LOUD voice! This is a time for heaven to get LOUD! They are excited. They are in celebration mode! This is a wonderful sign of things to come – of ultimate victory by God over Satan and his forces. 

Who exactly was behind the loud voice we are not told other than it was in heaven. My take would be that the whole of heaven is spontaneously reacting to this development, including the angels, the martyrs, the 24 elders, and all whom they represent.

Their celebratory voice foretells the coming ultimate salvation, meaning deliverance from all the effects of Satan and his oppression. It denotes the power of God being exercised without any restraint, as He will put down all the rebels in every realm. It anticipates the coming kingdom rule of God. 
And it anticipates the powerful reign of Christ which is on the cusp. The end is now in sight and heaven is excited. 

But the key reason for this anticipatory excitement is that the accuser of the brethren, who accused them before God day and night, has been cast down. Satan’s activity at present consists of TWO main activities – one related to earth and one related to heaven.  
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· Deceives the whole world on earth (Rev. 12:9). 
· Accuser of the brethren in heaven (Rev. 12:10). 

“Satan is the accuser of the brethren; let’s leave the dirty work to him!” 
                                                                      – H.A. Ironside

Now we know one thing that Satan was doing in heaven – and at this point is currently doing. He is busy day and night making accusations against the believers before God. He is constantly trying to get us to lose our salvation. 

And since we all stumble in many things, he has a lot to work with (Ja. 3:2). He presents this evidence, that sin, this failing, and makes accusation that we are not qualified to be saved or have a place in heaven (cf. Job 1:11; 2:5; Zech. 3:1; Lk. 22:31). Again, Satan is not our friend. He would like nothing better than for all of us to go to hell. 

We don’t fully understand how all this works. When Satan is making these accusations against us do we sense in some way? Ephesians 6:12 says we do wrestle with the forces of darkness. It does tell us to put on the helmet of salvation in Ephesians 6:17 which is the idea of protecting your mind (your thought) life regarding your security in Christ. Satan loves to play with our minds, which is why we constantly need to come back to Gods’ Word and stand on His promises. Satan is a LIAR – God is truth!  

If Satan is accusing us before God day and night, I am pretty sure he is hard at work accusing us here on earth as well. And not only that, the Holy Spirit is God and He lives inside us – so do these accusations made before God somehow relate to the spiritual realm inside us – after all, we are the temple of God and Satan makes accusations before God? 

We don’t have answers to all these nuances, but it is clear this is constantly going on in the spiritual realm and heaven celebrates when it is finally brought to an end! 
Heaven wearied of it! Here he was constantly making a case against believers – night and day. All the time. Whenever he has something on someone, there he is. Down through the centuries God has allowed this limited access to Satan. And Satan is very persistent. He never gives up trying! He always there before God with our latest failure! 

But GOOD NEWS for us as believers. We have a defense lawyer who meets every charge of the devil with the reality that whatever sin, whatever accusation is brought before God against us, that His BLOOD avails for us. His BLOOD paid for that sin too! So far in all his accusations the devil has NEVER found even one sin, even one charge that will stick. Jesus constantly defends us with His all-sufficient blood, and Satan goes away in defeat. 
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1 John 2:1–2 (NKJV) 
1 My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
2 And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world. 

Hebrews 7:25 (NKJV) 
25 Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them. 

Jesus Himself is the satisfactory payment for our sins! Proposition is the idea of satisfaction. God is satisfied with Christ’s blood payment. And on that basis Christ ever makes intercession – ever defends us. Case over! 
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Romans 8:32–33 (NKJV) 
32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 
33 Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 

The devil keeps bringing charges, and it continually gets thrown out of court! Oh, he would have a case apart from the blood of Jesus. But the blood holds, the blood covers all our sin, the blood always and forever is sufficient and forever avails! 
Obviously, Satan is not really a Bible-believer because otherwise he would know that the blood of Jesus cleanses from all sin forever and would cease and desist with his charges.   
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Ephesians 1:7 (NKJV) 
7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace 

Hebrews 10:14 (NKJV) 
14 For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified. 

No longer will Satan have access to the heavens, no longer will he be able to bring accusations against the brethren. Satan no longer has a voice in heaven, and all of heaven raises a LOUD VOICE in celebration!  Five times in verses 8, 9, and 10 it is brought out that Satan is cast out of heaven. Satan will finally be SHUT OUT and SHUT UP forever! The devil is silenced in heaven, and all of heaven goes LOUD! I fully expect to be in the great throng raising this celebratory voice in heaven. What a day that will be! 

And then to make it really clear, the basis on which Satan’s accusations were rendered ineffective is brought out in verse 11.

11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death. 

I believe this verse is a package describing the brethren who overcome the accusations of Satan just mentioned in verse 10. These are overcomers. The word “overcomer” (Gk. nikao) means conqueror, or victor. Note they are called “brethren” in verse 10. 

I believe in the book of Revelation, “overcomer” is consistently used of one who is a true believer, who has a persevering faith. All true believers are overcomers. Some believe that “overcomers” are just an elite class of believers, but I don’t agree. I think to be a true believer is synonymous with being an overcomer. Note these arguments for this premise. 

First, John the apostle, who wrote the book of Revelation, also wrote the book of 1st John, and there in 1st John he clearly spelled out that true believers are overcomers. 
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1 John 5:4–5 (NKJV) 
4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 
5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

It seems very unlikely that God would have John define “overcomer” one way in 1st John and then a completely different way in Revelation. Consistency is that John’s understanding is consistent. 
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Revelation 21:7 (NKJV) 
7 He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son. 
 
This statement about overcomer applies to all to whom God will be their God and they will be His son. That clearly applies to all believers. All believers will inherit all things, not just some. All the children of God are joint heirs with Christ (Rom. 8:17). God graciously gives “all things” to all the elect (Rom. 8:32-33). 

And note in the context of Rev. 21:7-8, the only other group mentioned are unbelievers who will have their part in the lake of fire as seen in verse 8. There is no mention of another less faithful group of believers. There are only two categories: Overcomers and those going to the lake of fire. 

To the Church at Smyrna, Christ said overcomers will not be hurt by the second death (cf. Rev. 2:11). The second death is subsequently described as the lake of fire in Rev. 20:14 and 21:8. Hence, to be an overcomer is to be a believer because no believer is going to experience the lake of fire. 

Christ promised the Church at Ephesus that overcomers would eat of the tree of life (Rev. 2:7). In Rev. 7:14, it speaks of those who have washed their robes and have made them white in the blood of the lamb. And then in Revelation 22:14 it says that those who wash their robes will have the right to eat of the tree of life.  Again, this argues that all overcomers are believers who have been cleansed by the blood of Jesus and on that basis have the right to eat of the tree of life.  

Consistently in the book of Revelation, we see that overcomers are those who persevere in the faith. This defines all true believers! 
But note that Revelation 12:11 specifically lists three defining realities that identify the brethren who are overcomers. Really, what this verse does is describe the nature of true saving faith and its fruit.  

First, he says, “they overcame him (that is, the devil) by the blood of the Lamb. This is the ground of victory – the ONLY ground of victory! It is the blood of Jesus that cleanses us from all sin and puts us in the overcomer category. What can wash away my sins – NOTHING but the blood of Jesus! This is the sole basis of being right with God! Jesus alone is Savior on the basis of His shed blood. He is the Lamb of God Who takes away the sin of the world (Jn. 1:29). 
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Romans 5:8–9 (NKJV) 
8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 

1 Peter 1:18–19 (NKJV) 
18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 
19 but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 

It is the BLOOD of the Lamb that is the foundation of all victory over Satan. We don’t really do it – we simply avail ourselves of what Christ has accomplished for us on the cross – which was everything! Christ did it all for us. That is GRACE. 

Overcomers by FAITH have come to avail themselves of the blood of Jesus. This alone makes them conquerors over Satan.  

What answers for you?

Someone says, “Well, I have been a good person?” But the Bible says you are not – there is none good. You may have been baptized, ritualized, tried your best, but you still come short. 
Only the BLOOD of Jesus satisfactorily answers to our sin problem. “Just as I am without one plea – but that thy blood was shed for me….”
Without the blood of the Lamb, Satan’s accusations would be unanswerable! But the blood of Christ answers to them all! It is the blood of Jesus that meets and defeats every charge (cf. Rev. 1:5; 5:9).  

But it's not enough that the blood of Christ was shed for you. Jesus, as the Lamb of God, died for the sins of the whole world (Jn. 1:29). Yes, He is the propitiation (satisfactory payment) for the sins of the whole world (1 Jn. 2:2). But here is the deal, in order to be an overcomer, the blood of the Lamb must be personally appropriated and applied. We must personally receive the Savior by faith! Only in this will it do you any good. Romans 3:25 says Christ is a “propitiation by His blood, through faith”. Don’t forget the “through faith” part! 

Not only did they overcome the devil by the blood of the Lamb, but also “by the word of their testimony.” Their testimony is the BLOOD OF THE LAMB! Their testimony is their faith in Christ as Savior! This is the confession of their faith! We are not saved by mere confession, but if faith is real we will confess it! Confession tells on the heart. 
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Romans 10:9–10 (LSB) 
9 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 
10 for with the heart a person believes, leading to righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, leading to salvation. 
 
The expectation is that if faith is real in the heart the person will confess it with their mouth. True overcomers demonstrate that reality by the word of their testimony. If someone is not willing to openly confess Christ they are not an overcome- they are not a true believer. 

Slide # 25
Luke 12:8–9 (NKJV) 
8 “Also I say to you, whoever confesses Me before men, him the Son of Man also will confess before the angels of God. 
9 But he who denies Me before men will be denied before the angels of God. 

Overcomers overcome on the basis of the blood of the Lamb, and they verbally confess this reality.  We are not saved by confession, but if we are saved, the expectation is that we will confess Christ. 
We will acknowledge Him. By the way in the NT this was done in baptism. You believed, and then you confessed Him in baptism – showing that now you believe in Him and belong to Him. There is no record in the New Testament in the Church Age of “unbaptized” believers. Baptism doesn’t save, but if we are saved, the expectation is that we will confess Christ in baptism. It’s the basic declaration of our faith! 

If one is not willing to declare their faith – do they really believe? Overcomers overcome “by the word of their testimony.” 

And the conviction of overcomers is so strong that they are willing to die for their testimony! Overcomers are willing to die for their faith if necessary. In Revelation 2:10, Christ says, “Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.” The overcomer is not saved by dying for Christ, but rather because of their faith, they are willing to die for Christ. The whole issue is the NATURE of true saving faith. 

Matthew 16:24–26 (NKJV)
24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. 
25 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. 
26 For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was right when he said, “When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die.” 

Revelation 12:11 really defines the nature of a true saving faith! Overcomers put all their faith in the blood of the Lamb, they openly testify to their faith, and they are willing to die for their faith (cf. Rev. 6:11). Overcomers are all in with the Savior! Consistent with this is the emphasis in verse 17 that true believers are those who “keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.”

As a footnote: Sometimes what looks like defeat is really victory. When a believer is killed because of their faith, it might look like defeat, but in reality they are an OVERCOMER. 
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Romans 8:36–37 (NKJV) 
36 As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 
37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 
The true overcomer is the one who is willing to die for their faith! 

12 Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time.” 

For this reason, the whole of heaven is called on to REJOICE. Why? Because the accuser of the brethren (the devil) has been cast out of heaven, because overcomers have overcome him. All of heaven is called on to celebrate the overcomers and their victory over Satan. 

For illustration purposes, in my mind's eye, I envision the “so great a cloud of witnesses” spoken of in Hebrews 12:1. This great cloud of witnesses is now in heaven. Imagine with me a great long-distance marathon. The race was grueling, but here come the overcomers. They are approaching the finish line in the huge stadium. In the stadium are seated “so great a cloud of witnesses” cheering them on. 

This is how I envision the overcomers' reception in heaven. The whole of heaven celebrates the overcomer as he comes to the finish line. This is the destiny of the overcomer in the Tribulation Period who dies for their faith!  

But in contrast, WOE to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea because the devil, having been cast out of heaven, has come down to them, having great wrath, because he knows his time is short. Even the devil knows the time chart God has put in place, and yet in his great wrath, he is still going to do everything to challenge God and try to thwart His plan. 

The devil (meaning slanderer/false accuser) will now focus his attention solely on the earth! And with a vengeance, he will go after God’s people, Israel, and all Christians. This will be his final pre-kingdom attempt to wipe out God’s covenant people! 

Not only will the earth experience the great wrath of God, but also the  great wrath of the devil at this point (cf. Rev. 6:17; 12:12). Thus, the earth is going to experience a time of double wrath at this time. It will be the worst of the worst of all times – the time of great unparalleled tribulation prophetically spoken of by Daniel, Jeremiah, and Jesus (Dan. 12:1; Jer. 30:7; Matt. 24:21). Again, the time frame in view here is the last 3 and ½ years of the Tribulation Period (cf. Rev. 12:6, 14; 13:5).    
A major takeaway from our text this morning is the nature of a true saving faith as evidenced in the overcomers. As one commentator put it: “The redemption of Christ is the prime cause of the saint’s victory; their testimony confirms its efficacy in their lives.” Exactly! 

A true saving faith is grounded in the finished work of Christ on the cross – in the blood of Jesus alone, but then it demonstrates itself in testimony and commitment – even being willing to die for Christ. 

This is the example of the apostles who all died as martyrs, with the exception of John the Apostle. The ultimate test of genuineness is being willing to stand for Christ even if it costs you your life.

Now, certainly, we all still have the weakness of the flesh, and we can fail. As Jesus was going to the cross, all the disciples failed Jesus. But in that context, Jesus said… to watch and pray because, “The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” (Matt. 26:41) Note that the spirit indeed was willing. These disciples were sold out to Jesus. They were sincere, but they still had the weakness of the flesh as we all do. But in the end, they all proved they had true faith in being willing to die for Jesus. They were all proven overcomers. 

When Jesus comes, Revelation 17:14 says that accompanying Him will be those who are “called, chosen, and faithful.” In Rev. 21:7-8, it says that overcomers will inherit all things, in contrast to the cowardly and unbelieving, who will have their part in the lake of fire. 
 
Thomas Cranmer (1489–1556), was a key figure in the English Reformation. Under the reign of Queen Mary I (known as "Bloody Mary"), Cranmer was imprisoned and coerced into signing several recantations, formally renouncing his Protestant faith and affirming the Roman Catholic faith. On March 21, 1556, just before being burned at the stake Cranmer was expected to repeat his recantation publicly. Instead, he renounced his previous recantations, declaring that his right hand—which had signed the false papers—was the hand that had "offended". As the flames took hold, Cranmer stretched out his right hand and held it firmly in the center of the fire, allowing it to burn first, shouting, "This unworthy right hand!". Witnesses reported that he held his hand steadfastly in the flames until it was consumed, demonstrating his ultimate repentance and refusal to compromise his faith. 

“And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death.” God help us to be among them!  
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