
EARNESTLY CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH – Oct. 2025 
Southview Bible Church * 135 Bennett Ave. * Council Bluffs, IA. 51503 

Phone: (712) 322-5743 E-mail: pastor@southviewbible.org * Web Site: www.southviewbible.org 
 

DYING IN FAITH 
 

Faith takes God at His Word concerning the otherwise unknowable PAST and the unseen 
FUTURE (Heb. 11:1-3). Thus, faith rests on the bare Word of God for things that are otherwise 
unknowable. Those with true faith never stop believing. They die in faith! True faith perseveres 
to death in believing that God will yet fulfill ALL His promises. It never stops believing in the 
PROMISES of God.   
 
This is the great example of the patriarchs in the Hall of Faith Chapter of Hebrews 11. This is the 
kind of faith that pleases God (Heb. 11:6). It is an undying faith that dies in faith! Those who 
walk away from The Faith in apostasy NEVER had true faith. They were pretenders for a while. 
True faith does NOT apostatize! This is a key point the writer of Hebrews is making in Hebrews 
11.  
 

In Hebrews 10, he has just addressed the issue of apostasy at length, addressing those who sin 
willfully after having received the knowledge of the truth. But then the launching pad for Chapter 
11 is found in verse 39.  
 

Hebrews 10:39 (NKJV)  
39 But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe to the 
saving of the soul.  

 
True faith does not draw back in apostasy but rather believes “to the saving of the soul”. It is a 
faith that keeps on believing until one dies. Saving faith dies in faith!  
 
Of the patriarchs, Hebrews 11:13 says, “These all died in faith, not having received the 
promises…”. There was no exception. They did not receive all that God had promised them, but 
they died believing that God would yet fulfill these promises.  
 

There is a principle contained in Scripture that, if God makes a promise to an individual 
and that person dies before the promise is fulfilled, then God is absolutely obligated to 
raise that person back to life to fulfill the promise.  …Because God is a covenant-
keeping God, His covenant with them requires (or obligates) God to resurrect Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob to fulfill His promises.  – Arnold Fruchtenbaum 

 

Hebrews 11:20–22 (NKJV)  
20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.  
21 By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and 
worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff.  
22 By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the departure of the children of 
Israel, and gave instructions concerning his bones.  

 

In each case, in the face of death, each one of these was believing God for the future. Unbelief 
has no future, but true faith looks beyond this life for things to come in fulfillment of what God 
has promised. For the person of faith, the FUTURE looks bright, as bright as the promises of 
God.  
 

True faith perseveres. It continues to believe God for what He has promised. Even though it 
may remain unfilled in this life, true faith dies in faith, believing there will yet be a complete 
fulfillment in the kingdom! Thus, the patriarchs died in faith holding to the COVENANT 
PROMISES of God. This is the stuff of true faith!   
 
 Thot: “When a man is no longer afraid to die, for the first time he is ready to live.”  
                                                                                                                         – Adrian Rogers 
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