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FAITH TESTED AND TRUE

TRUE faith NEVER fails! In the end, it ALWAYS proves true! Yes, as people of faith, we often fail
in our walk of faith. As James says, “we all stumble in many things.” (Ja. 3:2) However, human
weakness does not nullify true faith. As Jesus said, “The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
(Mt. 26:41) Every believer knows this reality!

When Peter denied the Lord three times, did he lose his faith? Absolutely NOT! Jesus said to
Peter prior to his fall, “I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail’ (Lk. 22:31). Yes,
Peter failed miserably in his faith walk, but his faith did NOT fail. One look from Jesus, and Peter
went out and wept bitterly (Lk. 22:61-62). He HATED his sin because he really did believe in
Jesus!

Abraham is the premier example of saving faith in all the Bible (Gen. 15:6). Abraham’s walk of
faith was characterized by occasional stumbles. He repeatedly was deceptive about Sarah
being his wife (cf. Gen. 12:10-20; 20:1-18). He heeded his wife’s counsel and bore an
“illegitimate” child through Hagar (Gen. 16). Abraham stumbled at times in his faith journey, but
he never lost his faith. And God used everything he went through to build his faith and to make
him stronger. We learn through failures, and our faith is actually strengthened. This is the nature
of having a true faith. God, who has begun a good work in us, will complete it (Phil. 1:6).

By the time Abraham was an old man, he had grown strong in his faith, being convinced that
God would fulfill His promise of a son through Sarah (Rom. 4:19-22). And then, as the promised
son, Isaac, came of age, a major TEST was presented to Abraham (cf. Gen. 22).

Hebrews 11:17-19 (NKJV)

17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received
the promises offered up his only begotten son,

18 of whom it was said, “In Isaac your seed shall be called,”

19 concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he
also received him in a figurative sense.

The faith of Abraham was TESTED and proven TRUE! This is true for every true believer. In the
end, they have a FAITH that proves true! At core, every true believer has an enduring faith. This
is true through thick and thin, through failure and weakness. We are God’s “workmanship” and
through it all He is shaping us into the people of faith He wants us to be (cf. Eph. 2:10).

Peter brings out that trials in the life of the believer serve TWO purposes. They serve to PROVE
the reality of our faith, and they serve to REFINE our faith.

1 Peter 1:7 (NKJV)

7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes,
though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of
Jesus Christ,

A true faith when TESTED is FOUND. Hard times are TESTING times, but they serve to
PROVE the genuineness of our faith. Yes, in our human weakness, we often falter and fail, but if
we have true faith, God uses these things to further REFINE our sincere faith. Even in failure,
genuine faith is demonstrated in how the true believer responds. We hate our failures. We learn
from them. We go on even stronger because of them. GENUINE faith is tested and found
TRUE!

Thot: True faith has an abiding reality that when TESTED proves TRUE!
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