
THE NATURE OF ETERNAL LIFE 
 
Those born of God actually share in His life (cf. Jn. 1:12-13). Only God 
inherently has ETERNAL LIFE (cf. 1 Tim. 6:16). But, in salvation, He shares 
His “eternal life” with us as believers. 
 
This means two things. It means “quantity” of life going forward, and it 
means “quality” of life (cf. 1 Jn. 10:10). All people are created in God’s 
image; and therefore, all have “eternal existence” in one form or another. 
However, the lost are never said to have eternal life. Rather, they will 
experience eternal death (cf. Rev. 2:11, 20:6, 14, 21:8). Having eternal life 
means enjoying God’s life forever! 
 
Matthew 25:46 (NASB) 
46 “And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into 
eternal life.” 
 
This verse shows that both eternal punishment in hell and eternal life in 
heaven are both ETERNAL. The same word “eternal” is used in reference 
to both. But, note that eternal punishment is the exact opposite of eternal 
life. Only the righteous have eternal life. 
 
John 6:47 (NKJV) 
47 Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me has everlasting 
life. 
 
Psalm 16:11 (NKJV) 
11 You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; 
At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 
 
Jesus did not promise us “temporary life”; but rather, “everlasting life”. By 
its very nature, if you have “everlasting life”, it cannot end. To lose 
“everlasting life” would by its very definition mean you never had it. 
Something that is everlasting never ends. To share in God’s everlasting life 
is to share in it forever (cf. 2 Tim. 1:10)! 
 
And note that Psalm 16 brings out that God’s path of life involves 
the quality of life in His presence, where there is fullness of joy and 
pleasures forevermore. 
 
When one is born of God, they become a whole new creation, with a whole 
new nature that is wed to the Holy Spirit (cf. Jn. 3:3-8; 1 Cor. 6:17, 19; 2 
Cor. 5:17; 2 Pet. 1:4). This is what the Bible means by being “born again”. 



Nowhere does the Bible teach that a person can be UNBORN. This is 
neither possible in the physical realm, nor in the spiritual realm. 
Once we are God’s children, we are His children forever. We can be 
disobedient children, in which case God our Father will faithfully discipline 
us to build holiness into our lives (cf. Heb. 12:7-11). 
 
In extreme cases, a believer may commit a sin unto death; in which God 
prematurely takes His child home to heaven, but they cannot lose their 
salvation (cf. 1 Cor. 11:30-32; 1 Jn. 5:16). Once saved, always saved! In 
Christ, every believer is eternally secure. We can lose our rewards, but not 
our salvation (cf. 1 Cor. 3:11-15; 2 Jn. 8). 
 
 The Nature of Grace 
 
If keeping our salvation depended upon human works, then we could never 
be certain of our salvation. As one preacher said, “If you could lose your 
salvation, you would!” 
 
However, since it depends entirely upon God’s GRACE, it is certain that 
you won’t (cf.1 Cor. 1:8-9; 1 Thess. 5:23-25; Jude 24). Grace refers to 
“God’s unmerited favor”. It is the GIFT of God (cf. Rom. 6:23; Eph. 2:8-9). 
Jesus’ payment on the cross for all our sin was all GRACE. We didn’t 
deserve it or earn it. This was purely God’s loving favor (cf. Rom. 5:8) that 
forever made a FULL and SATISFACTORY payment for all sin (cf. 1 Jn. 
2:2, 4:9-10). 
 
Above all, the gospel we preach is a gospel of God’s GRACE (cf. Acts 
20:24; 2 Cor. 8:9; Gal. 1:6-9, 2:20-21). It’s all based on what Jesus, in 
GRACE, did for us on the cross (cf. 1 Cor. 15:3). Our security is based 
purely upon the GRACE of God alone (cf. Acts 15:11, Eph. 2:5). 
 
Romans 11:6 (NASB) 
6 But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise 
grace is no longer grace. 
 
Ephesians 2:8–9 (NKJV) 
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God,  
9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 
 
Based upon the finished cross work of Christ; on the promise of God; on 
the nature of eternal life; and on the nature of grace, the salvation of every 
believer is eternally secure. 
 


