5 KEY ERRORS OF THE "LORDLESS GOSPEL”

ERROR #1. SAVING FAITH DOES NOT NECESSARILY RECOGNIZE
CHRIST AS PERSONAL LORD!

The "LORDLESS GOSPEL" says that saving faith recognizes that Christ IS
Lord but does not necessarily PERSONALLY appropriate Him as MY
LORD. JOHN is the gospel of belief. The climax of the book is John 20:28
where doubting Thomas says “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to
Thomas "you have believed” (v. 29) and John then went on to say, “these
are written that you may believe.” (v. 31). The "believing" that saves is
PERSONAL and is expressed in the words "MY LORD AND MY GOD!” We
must "BELIEVE IN HIS NAME" (Jn. 1:12), and not merely about Him in
order to be saved.

ROMANS, which has as its grand theme "THE GOSPEL OF GOD”,
declares that believing is a matter of the HEART. We must “BELIEVE ON
HIM" which involves calling "ON THE NAME OF THE LORD" (Rom. 10:9-
13).

The very reason Christ died and rose again is so that He might be "Lord of
both the dead and the living” believers (Rom.14:7-9). All true believers have
“one Lord" (Eph. 4:5; 2 Cor. 4:5; Col. 2:6).

ERROR #2. SAVING FAITH DOES NOT NECESSARILY INVOLVE
REPENTANCE OF SIN!

The “LORDLESS GOSPEL” claims that REPENTANCE (meaning to have a
change of mind) relates to “trusting Christ as Savior" but does not
necessarily relate to a change of mind about sin. Justification is by FAITH
ALONE, but a key element of SAVING FAITH is REPENTANCE.
Repentance is NOT SOMETHING IN ADDITION TO SAVING FAITH but
rather is an essential COMPONENT OF IT. Repentance involves a change
of mind with regard to the PERSON and Work of the Lord Jesus Christ
which inherently includes and involves a change of mind with regard to sin.

To truly embrace Christ for who He is inherently involves a change of mind
with regard to sin (Isa. 55:1, 7; Lk. 13:3; 24:47; John 3:19-21; Acts 2:38;
17:30; 26:18-20; Rom. 2:4; Heb. 6:1; 2 Pet. 3:9; Rev. 9:20-21).

ERROR #3. SAVING FAITH DOES NOT NECESSARILY INVOLVE MORE
THAN MERE INTELLECTUAL ASSENT!

It is possible to have a bogus or counterfeit faith. In John 2:23 it says,
"many believed” but it goes on to say that "Jesus did not commit himself



unto them...for he knew what was in man" (2:24-25). Jesus spoke of those
who believe for a while but because there is NO ROOT they fall away. This
is in contrast to those who respond with an "honest and good heart”
evidenced by the fruit they bear (Lk. 8:11-15). James spoke of the faith of
demons which has both an EMOTIONAL and an INTELLECTUAL
component but lacks a VOLITIONAL/HEART/WILL component. (James
2:19). This is a dead faith in contrast to saving faith (James 2:14-26). A real
SAVING FAITH must be from the heart (Rom. 10:9-10, Phil. 3:3, Jn. 4:24).

ERROR #4. SAVING FAITH DOES NOT NECESSARILY RESULT IN
DISCIPLESHIP!

In Matthew 28:19-20 Christ gave what is commonly called THE GREAT
COMMISSION. He said, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them... and lo, | am with you always, even to the end of
the age." Without exception converts were BAPTIZED immediately in the
New Testament. Therefore, they were immediately considered disciples
since the command is to BAPTIZE DISCIPLES. We are only to baptize
DISCIPLES! We first make a DISCIPLE and then BAPTIZE them! There is
no such thing as being converted as a non-disciple and then perhaps later
a person will become a disciple. NO! Immediately upon conversion they
were considered disciples and were baptized as such.

Furthermore, this command of Christ is universal in nature and in duration
is in place until the end of the age. All throughout the book of Acts believers
are consistently referred to as DISCIPLES (cf. Acts 6:1, 7; 9:26; 11:29;
14:22, 28; 15:10, Et al.) We are not saved by DISCIPLESHIP but saving
faith results in being a TRUE disciple. Disciples haven't arrived at
perfection. They still make mistakes. They still need to grow in knowledge
and consistency.

ERROR #5. SAVING FAITH DOES NOT NECESSARILY EXPECT TO
BEAR FRUIT!

Anyone in Christ is a “NEW CREATION” (2 Cor. 5:17). The expectation of
saving/living faith is that it will bear fruit. The one who "does the will” of God
shall enter heaven (Mt. 7:21). Again, Christ said, "For whoever does the will
of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother” (Mt. 12:50).
John writing under inspiration said, "Now by this we know that we know
Him, if we keep His commandments" (1 Jn. 2:3). And Paul spoke of those
who "profess to know God, but in works they deny Him..." (Titus 1:16). The
expectation of SAVING FAITH is that it will bear EVIDENCE in the life (cf. 1
Jn. 3:7-10).



